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SAINT PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL

Meeting of June 5, 2008
TO: The Honorable James Bennett, Chair, and Members of City
Council
SUBJECT: Ordinance approvin% a vacation of a 10 foot wide alley behind a

building at 1400 18" Avenue South between 14™ and 15™ Streets
South (Case No.: 07-33000020)

RECOMMENDATION: The Administration and the Development Review Commission
recommend APPROVAL.

The Request:

The request is to vacate a 10 foot wide east-west alley behind an existing commercial
establishment at 1400 18" Avenue South between 14™ and 15" Streets South. The purpose of
the alley vacation is to allow for the removal of a substandard, unimproved alley.

Discussion:

The subject alley is situated within the Euclid Heights subdivision located southwest of 18"
Avenue South and 14™ Street South. The subdivision was platted in 1913. The neighborhood
consists of multiple subdivisions that were all platted with a traditional pattern of grid streets and
rear alleys, typical of many of the neighborhoods that were platted during this time period. In
this case, however, the various subdivisions were not laid out with the benefit of sound planning,
so some of the streets in the neighborhood do not align with each other and others dead end, thus
creating a discontinuous street network. The majority of the alleys in the neighborhood are still
intact, but are unimproved. Many of the properties in the neighborhood were developed with
garages or parking areas off of the alleys.

The subject alley is only 10 feet wide. Typically, alleys in traditional neighborhoods are at least
16 feet wide. The current subdivision regulations require a minimum width of 20 feet, with a
minimum of 12 feet of pavement. The subject alley is unimproved and is not used to access any
property. The property to the north of the subject alley has been developed as a commercial use
with the rear yard abutting the alley. The property was developed with access from 18™ Avenue
South and 14™ and 15% Street South. The property to the south is a single-family residence with
its side yard abutting the subject alley. Access to this property occurs from 15™ Street South. If



the alley was improved, it would still be too narrow to permit adequate safe travel to access the
commercial property that is to the north or to the residence that is along the south side of the
alley. Staff finds that the subject alley is not adequate for access to the rear yard or side yard of
the neighboring lots.

Agency Review:

The request has been reviewed by appropriate City departments and public utility agencies. The
City’s Engineering Department has advised that the alley contains an 8 inch public sanitary
sewer main. Knology and Verizon both have existing facilities in the alley to be vacated. No
objections to the vacation were noted, provided the applicants convey a public utility easement
over the entire alley to be vacated. The easement documents for each lot have already been
executed and submitted to the City.

DRC Action/Public Comments:

On August 1, 2007, the Development Review Commission (DRC) held a public hearing on the
subject application. No person spoke in opposition to the request. After the public hearing, the
DRC voted 7-0 to recommend approval of the proposed vacation. In advance of this report, no
additional comments or concerns were expressed to the author.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Administration recommends APPROVAL of the alley vacation, subject to the following
conditions:

1. The entire alley to be vacated shall be dedicated as a public utility easement.



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A VACATION
OF A 10 FOOT WIDE ALLEY BEHIND A
BUILDING AT 1400 18™ AVENUE SOUTH
BETWEEN 14™ AND 15™ STREETS SOUTH;
SETTING FORTH CONDITIONS FOR THE
VACATION TO BECOME EFFECTIVE; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG DOES ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. The following right-of-way is hereby vacated as recommended by the
Administration and the Development Review Commission:

The entire alley between 14™ Street South and 15™ Street South, lying north of and
adjacent to Lot 7, Euclid Heights, as recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 19, of the Public
Records of Pinellas County, Florida.

SECTION 2. The above-mentioned right-of-way is not needed for public use or travel.
SECTION 3. The vacation is subject to and conditional upon the following:

1. The entire alley to be vacated shall be dedicated as a public utility
easement.

SECTION 4. In the event this ordinance is not vetoed by the Mayor in accordance with
the City Charter, it shall become effective upon the expiration of the fifth business day after adoption
unless the Mayor notifies the City Council through written notice filed with the City Clerk that the Mayor
will not veto the ordinance, in which case the ordinance shall become effective immediately upon filing
such written notice with the City Clerk. In the event this ordinance is vetoed by the Mayor in accordance
with the City Charter, it shall not become effective unless and until the City Council overrides the veto in
accordance with the City Charter, in which case it shall become effective immediately upon a successful
vote to override the veto.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE:
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