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SAINT PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL
Meeting of April 2, 2009
TO: The Honorable Jeff Danner, Chair, and Members of City Council
SUBJECT: Ordinance approving the vacation of the east-west alley and
alley easement in the block bound by 6™ Avenue South, 3™ Street South,

1* Street South, and Bayboro Harbor (City File No.: 08-33000018).

RECOMMENDATION: The Administration and the Development Review Commission
recommend APPROVAL.

Request

The request is to vacate an east-west alley and alley easement south of 6™ Avenue South, between 3™ and
1** Streets South. The area of the right-of-way proposed for vacation is depicted on the attached maps
(Attachments “A” through “C”). The applicant’s goal is redevelop the area consistent with the USF St.
Petersburg Campus Master Plan (Attachment “D”).

Analysis

Staff finds that the requested vacation would be consistent with the criteria in the City Code, the
Comprehensive Plan, and the applicable special area plan. The subject alley is no longer necessary for
the originally intended purpose. The University has acquired the land surrounding the alley and has
finalized the Campus Master Plan, which was approved by the City Council in 2005. The approved
Campus Master Plan (City File USFSP-1) is consistent with the vision for the Bayboro Harbor
Redevelopment Area (Policies LU 3.1.E.5.b and LU 13.1), and was found to be consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan (Policy IC 3.7). The subject right-of-way is within the boundaries of the Bayboro
Harbor Community Redevelopment Plan (Revised 2007). The Campus Master Plan is consistent with the
Redevelopment Plan. The Redevelopment Plan specifically references vacation of right-of-way to
accommodate campus expansion.

The approved Campus Master Plan will result in a number of enhanced pathways for pedestrians and
bicycles through the campus, minimize conflicts with vehicles, and create enhanced streetscaping along
public streets. Approval will eliminate a dead-end alley, will not impair access to any other lot, or impact
public travel patterns. Easements for utilities will be retained to protect any infrastructure which will
remain. Any relocation of utilities will be done at the applicant’s expense.

Comments from Agencies and the Public

The proposed vacation was routed to various City departments and franchised utilities. No objections
were noted, provided easements are provided for existing utilities or the applicant bears the cost of
relocation or abandonment. Staff received one objection from Gulfcoast Legal Services, which owns the



building at the northwest corner of 7™ Avenue South and 1* Street South. However, after discussing the
specific plan with Staff, the objection was retracted.

Summary

The subject alley and alley easement are no longer necessary for the originally intended purpose.
Approval of the requested vacation will facilitate implementation of the approved Campus Master Plan
approved by the City Council in 2005.

DRC Action/Public Comments:

On February 4, 2009, the Development Review Commission (DRC) held a public hearing on the subject
application. No person spoke in opposition to the request. After the public hearing, the DRC
unanimously voted to recommend approval of the proposed vacation. In advance of this report, no
additional comments or concerns were expressed to the author.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Administration recommends APPROVAL of the alley and alley easement vacation, subject to the
following conditions:

1. Prior to recording the vacation ordinance, the applicant shall replat the vacated alley, alley
easement and the abutting property.

2. The replat shall dedicate utility and drainage easements, as necessary, to protect any existing
infrastructure and/or franchised utilities.

3. The applicant shall be responsible for coordinating any necessary abandonment of existing
infrastructure and/or franchised utilities, as well as the costs for all associated permits, work and
inspections.
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Attachment “A”
Parcel Map
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