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SAINT PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL
Meeting of August 6, 2009
TO: The Honorable Jeff Danner, Chair, and Members of City Council
SUBJECT: Ordinance approving a vacation of Yale Street South, between 8™
Avenue South and the northern boundary of Interstate — 275 (City
File No.: 09-33000003).

RECOMMENDATION: The Administration and the Development Review Commission
recommend APPROVAL.

The Request: The request is to vacate Yale Street between 8™ Avenue South and the northern
right-of-way boundary for Interstate-275. The area of the right-of-way proposed for vacation is
depicted on the attached maps (Attachments “A” and “B”) and survey (Attachment “C”). The
applicants’ goal is to increase the size of the adjacent properties for future use. Staff is
recommending approval, as the request is consistent with the criteria in the City Code, the
Comprehensive Plan, and the Dome Industrial Park Community Redevelopment Area (DIP
CRA) Plan.

Discussion: The subject right-of-way was dedicated via the plat for “Prather’s Third Royal
Subdivision” in 1921 for a public street (26" Street South). Construction of the Interstate
disrupted the street grid established by the original plat (Attachment “D”). The subject right-of-
way proposed for vacation is a dead-end and measures only 83-feet in length between 8™ Avenue
South and the northern side of Interstate-275. Since the construction of Interstate-275, the
subject segment of right-of-way is no longer necessary for public travel. Vacation would not
impair or deny access to any other lot. The lots and blocks in this area were platted in the 1920’s
and originally zoned and developed as single-family homes and duplexes. The original plat is no
longer appropriate for the context of the area, which has changed significantly with the
construction of the Interstate and the area being rezoned for industrial development.

Approval of the requested vacation will facilitate implementation of the Plan for the Dome
Industrial Park Community Redevelopment Area, which is consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. The subject right-of-way is within the boundaries of the Dome Industrial
Park Community Redevelopment Area (DIP CRA). The Plan for this area was adopted in 2007
by the City Council. The Plan recognizes the existence of inadequate lot sizes throughout the
CRA. The Plan identifies vacations of streets, alleys, and utility easements, where appropriate,



to assemble parcels of adequate size to accomplish the established redevelopment goals. The
Plan identifies this segment of Yale Street South as a deficient strect (Map 4-1). Objective 1.5 of
the Plan directs promotion of block consolidation through vacation of deficient streets and alleys,
provided such vacation does not negatively impact the level of service or street network within
the CRA (Objective 3.3).

Comments from Agencies: The Engineering Department notes the existence of an eight-inch
public sanitary sewer main running diagonally through the subject right-of-way. The
Engineering Department does not object to the vacation, provided the area of the vacation is
retained as a public utility easement and provided the applicant be responsible for all work and
costs associated with closure of the street to public access. The utility easement can be
dedicated by the plat.

DRC Action/Public Comments: On May 6, 2009, the Development Review Commission
(DRC) held a public hearing on the subject application. No person spoke in opposition to the
request. After the public hearing, the DRC voted 6 - 0 to recommend approval of the proposed
vacation. In advance of this report, no additional public comments or concerns were received.

RECOMMENDATION: The Administration recommends APPROVAL of the street vacation,
subject to the following conditions:

1. The entire area of right-of-way to be vacated shall be retained as a public utility
easement. The applicant shall coordinate dedication of the necessary easement with the
City’s Real Estate and Property Management Department.

2. Prior to recording the vacation ordinance, the applicant shall dedicate the necessary
utility easement and complete any required permitting, work, and inspections required by
the Engineering Department associated with closure of Yale Street South to the South of
8™ Avenue South. The applicant shall be required for all associated permits, work,
inspections and costs.



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A VACATION OF
YALE STREET SOUTH, BETWEEN 8™
AVENUE SOUTH AND THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY OF INTERSTATE - 275; SETTING
FORTH CONDITIONS FOR THE VACATION TO
BECOME EFFECTIVE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG DOES ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. The following right-of-way is hereby vacated as recommended by the
Administration and the Development Review Commission:

That portion of Yale Street South lying between the southern boundary of 8" Avenue
South and the northern boundary of Interstate — 275, and which was dedicated by the plat
for Prather’s Third Royal Subdivision, as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 46 of the Official
Records of Pinellas County, Florida.

SECTION 2. The above-mentioned right-of-way is not needed for public use or travel.
SECTION 3. The vacation is subject to and conditional upon the following:

1. The entire area of right-of-way to be vacated shall be retained as a public utility
easement. The applicant shall coordinate dedication of the necessary easement with the
City’s Real Estate and Property Management Department.

2. Prior to recording the vacation ordinance, the applicant shall dedicate the necessary
utility easement and complete any required permitting, work, and inspections required by
the Engineering Department associated with closure of Yale Street South to the South of
8™ Avenue South. The applicant shall be required for all associated permits, work,
inspections and costs.

SECTION 4.  In the event this ordinance is not vetoed by the Mayor in accordance with
the City Charter, it shall become effective upon the expiration of the fifth business day after adoption
unless the Mayor notifies the City Council through written notice filed with the City Clerk that the Mayor
will not veto the ordinance, in which case the ordinance shall become effective immediately upon filing
such written notice with the City Clerk. In the event this ordinance is vetoed by the Mayor in accordance
with the City Charter, it shall not become effective unless and until the City Council overrides the veto in
accordance with the City Charter, in which case it shall become effective immediately upon a successful
vote to override the veto.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE:
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Attachment “A”
Parcel Map
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