ST. PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL
Meeting of August 6, 2009

TO: The Honorable Jeff Danner, Chair, and
Members of City Council

SUBJECT: Historic Landmark Designation of the Ridgely Residence,
located at 600 Beach Drive Northeast (HPC Case No. 09-
03)

RE: Administration recommends Council conduct the second

reading and quasi-judicial hearing, and approves the
proposed Ordinance

RECOMMENDATION

On June 19, 2009, the Community Preservation Commission (CPC) conducted a public
hearing on HPC Case No. 09-03, a city-initiated landmark designation request for the
Ridgely Residence, located at 600 Beach Drive Northeast. The CPC recommended
APPROVAL of the application to designate the building as a local landmark by a vote of
7t00.

Constructed in 1910, the Ridgely Residence meets four of the nine criteria necessary for
designating historic properties as listed in Section 16.30.070.2.5(D) of the City Code:

(1) TIts value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological
heritage of the City, state or nation.

(4) 1Itisidentified as the work of a master builder, designer, or architect
whose individual work has influenced the development of the City,
state, or nation.

(5) TIts value as a building is recognized for its quality of architecture,
and it retains sufficient elements showing its architectural
significance.

(6) It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable
for the study of a period, method of construction, or use of
indigenous materials.

This property is significant at the local level in the areas of ARCHITECTURE,
SETTLEMENT, and COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. As a single-
family residence built in 1910 as one of the earliest homes in the Bay Shore subdivision,
the Ridgely Residence served as a basis for future development at the onset of the city’s
first real estate land boom. Bay Shore was the first subdivision platted by C. Perry Snell
and the beginning of the Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood. The Ridgely Residence
was converted from single-family use to a guest house during the 1930s and to a hotel
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and apartments by the 1950s. Initially utilized by wintering tourists and later by year-
round residents, the Ridgely Residence is a prime example of both the evolution of the
tourism industry and the adaptive reuse of the city’s housing stock to serve the economic
needs of citizens and tourists during the historic period.

The Ridgely Residence is a fine example of a Craftsman style bungalow. Originating in
California, the Craftsman style was based upon the English Arts and Crafts movement,
oriental wooden architecture, and wood craftsmanship. Craftsman became the dominant
style for smaller houses built throughout the country from 1905 through the 1920s after it
was popularized in magazines such as House Beautiful Good Housekeeping,
Architectural Record, and Ladies’ Home Journal. With its rusticated concrete block and
wood shingle finish, side gable roof with a shed dormer and knee braces, casement
windows, and full-width front porch set under the main roof, the Ridgely Residence is a
classical example of the style.

With a brief period of popularity from around 1905 until the start of World War I,
rusticated concrete block was rarely used for the construction of residences, although it
was commonly used for foundations, retaining walls, and porch elements. With only
about a dozen rusticated concrete block buildings remaining in St. Petersburg, one of the
most unusual aspects of this building is the rusticated concrete block construction used on
the first floor. This type of construction was hallmark of the works designed and built by
the Eureka Stone and Paving Company. This residence remains an excellent example of
their work. The Company operated from 1903 to 1915 as one of the pioneers in the
concrete business in the city building hexagon block sidewalks, irrigation systems,
retaining walls, and commercial and residential buildings. Therefore, the Ridgely
Residence is considered eligible for listing in the local register based upon its
architectural style, materials and methods of construction, and association with the
Eureka Stone and Paving Company.

PROPERTY OWNER CONSENT AND IMPACT OF DESIGNATION

The City initiated and acquired owner consent in the designation of the property.



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA,
DESIGNATING THE RIDGELY RESIDENCE (LOCATED AT 600 BEACH
DRIVE NORTHEAST) AS A LOCAL LANDMARK AND ADDING THE
PROPERTY TO THE LOCAL REGISTER PURSUANT TO SECTION 16.30.070,
CITY CODE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG DOES ORDAIN:
SECTION 1. The City Council finds that the Ridgely Residence, which was constructed in 1910 meets four of

the nine criteria listed in Section 16.30.070.2.5.D, City Code, for designating historic properties. More specifically, the
property meets the following criteria:

1) Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the City, state
or nation.
4) It is identified as the work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual work

has influenced the development of the City, state, or nation.

(5) Its value as a building is recognized for its quality of architecture, and it retains sufficient
elements showing its architectural significance.

6) It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period,
method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

SECTION 2. The Ridgely Residence, located upon the following described property, is hereby designated as a
local landmark and shall be added to the local register listing of designated landmarks, landmark sites, and historic and
thematic districts which is maintained in the office of the City Clerk:

Bay Shore, Blk 7, Lot 17 & S 10 ftof Lot 16 & E 10 ftof Lot 15 & W 5 ft of E 15 feet of N 36 ft of
Lot 15 and vacated alley, according to plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book H3, Page 41, Public
Records of Pinellas County, Florida

SECTION 3. In the event this ordinance is not vetoed by the Mayor in accordance with the City Charter, it shall
become effective upon the fifth business day after adoption unless the Mayor notifies the City Council through written
notice filed with the City Clerk that the Mayor will not veto the ordinance, in which case the ordinance shall take effect
immediately upon filing such written notice with the City Clerk. In the event this ordinance is vetoed by the Mayor in
accordance with the City Charter, it shall not become effective unless and until the City Council overrides the veto in
accordance with the City Charter, in which case it shall become effective immediately upon a successful vote to override
the veto.

Approved as to Form and $pbstance:
Miﬂ 6€-16-o1

City Attorney (or Desénee)u Date

Nad 6[z4|A

Developmen#{e}’vi'cEgDepartment Date
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RIDGELY RESIDENCE
600 BEACH DRIVE NORTH

DESIGNATION REPORT

ST. PETERSBURG COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMISSION




) City of St. Petersburg

-_ Division of Urban Planning, Design,
m- and Historic Preservation

Local Landmark
Designation Application

Type of property nominated (for staff use only)
building Ostructure DO site O object
0 historic district Cimultiple resource

1. NAME AND LOCATION OF PROPERTY

historic name Ridgely Residence

other names/site number 8PI4258
address 600 Beach Drive NE
historic address 700 Beach Drive NE (1910-1912)

2. PROPERTY OWNER(S) NAME AND ADDRESS

name Bruce and Mary Sadler

street and number 600 Beach Drive NE

city or town St. Petersburg state FL zip code 33701

phone number (h) (w) e-mail

3. NOMINATION PREPARED BY

nameltitle Kimberly Hinder, Planner III

organization City of St. Petersburg

street and number P.0O. Box 2842

city or town St. Petersburg ~ state FL zipcode  33731-2842
phone number (h) (W)  892-5451 e-mail  kimberly.hinder@stpete.org
date prepared 5/22/2009 signature \ , o\ \

4. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation (general
iegal description or survey). Attach map delimiting proposed boundary. (Use continuation sheet if necessary)

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET.

5. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage of property less than 1 acre

property identification
number 173117048420070170




Ridgely Residence

Name of Property

6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic Functions

RESIDENTIAL/single-family

Current Functions

RESIDENTIAL/single-family

RESIDENTIAL/hotel

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification
(See Appendix A for list)

Craftsman

Materials

Rusticated Concrete Block

Wood

Narrative Description

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property use conveying the
following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-historic man-made features; subdivision
design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present appearance; interior appearance;

8. NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY

Contributing Noncontributing
2

Resource Type

Contributing resources previously listed on the
National Register or Local Register

Both contribute to the North Shore Historic

District

Number of multiple property listings

N/A




Ridgely Residence
Name of Property

9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Significance Areas of Significance
(mark one or more boxes for the appropriate criteria) (see Attachment B for detailed list of categories)

B4 Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural

or archaeological heritage of the City, state, or Community Planning and Development

nation.

Architecture
7] Its location is the site of a significant local, state,
or national event. Settlement
] It is identified with a person or persons who Period of Significance
significantly contributed to the development of
the City, state, or nation. 1910-1959
K It is identified as the work of a master builder, Significant Dates (date constructed & altered)
designer, or architect whose work has influenced
the development of the City, state, or nation. 1910, 1952
X Uits value as a building is recognized for the Significant Person(s)
quality of its architecture, and it retains sufficient .
elements showing its architectural significance. Ridgely, Roy

X It has distinguishing characteristics of an

architectural style valuable for the study of a
period, method of construction, or use of Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period
indigenous materials.

N/A
] Its character is a geographically definable area
possessing a significant concentration, or Builder
continuity or sites, buildings, objects or )
structures united in past events or aesthetically Eurcka Stone and Paving Company
by plan or physical development.
Architect

] its character is an established and
geographically definabie neighborhood, united in

culture, architectural style or physical plan and
development.

[] It has contributed, or is likely to contribute,
information important to the prehistory or history
of the City, state, or nation.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criteria and information on one or more
continuation sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder and architect, if known. Please use
parenthetical notations, footnotes or endnotes for citations of work used.)

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Please list bibliographical references.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
Boundary Description

Parcel 173117048420070170, described as Lot 17 and the south 10 ft of Lot 16
and the east 10 ft of Lot 15 and west 5 ft of east 15 feet of north 36 ft of Lot 15
and vacated alley, Bay Shore, according to plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book
3 Page 41, Public Records of Hillsborough County, Florida of which Pinellas was
formerly a part.

Boundary Justification

The boundary consists of all of the resources historically associated with the
Ridgely Residence.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Summary

Located at 600 Beach Drive Northeast, the Craftsman style Ridgely Residence
was constructed in 1910 by the Eureka Stone and Paving Company for Dr. Roy
and Florence Ridgely. After initially serving as a private residence, the building
was converted to a guesthouse during the 1930s and to a hotel in the late 1940s.
An addition in 1952 increased the number of rooms, creating an apartment
house. The current owners purchased the building in 1989 and have undertaken
rehabilitation of the property as a single-family residence. Constructed as a
Craftsman style building, notable elements include the rusticated concrete block
and wood shingle finish, the deep, inset front porch, casement windows, the
large shed dormer, and triangular knee braces set in the eaves.

Setting

Located within the Historic Old Northeast neighborhood at 600 Beach Drive
Northeast, the Ridgely Residence was situated in a largely residential area with a
few scattered small hotels and apartment buildings at the time it was constructed.
Although the construction of the Vinoy Hotel during the historic period introduced
large-scale development, the neighborhood remains predominantly residential
with former residences converted to bed and breakfast inns, small apartment
buildings, condominiums, and single-family homes.
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Physical Description

The Craftsman style building located at 600 Beach Drive Northeast was
constructed in 1910. The masonry and wood frame one-and-one-half-story
building is three bays wide and six bays long with a generally rectangular
footprint. The residence is situated on the northwest corner of Beach Drive and
6™ Avenue Northeast with the primary entrance facing east. A two-story wood
frame garage is located northwest of the residence with alley access.

The building rests on a continuous rusticated concrete block foundation pierced
with arched vents with lattice infill. The first floor is constructed of rusticated
concrete block while the wood frame second floor is
clad with wood shingles set in a square butt pattern. A
two-story concrete block addition was added to the
west (rear) elevation in 1952. The portion of the
addition facing 6™ Avenue Northeast was surfaced with
rusticated concrete block and shingles to match the rest
. of the building. The west and north elevations of the
addition were left a flat concrete block finish on the first
floor with shingles on the second floor. The deep porch
inset under the main roof of the residence extends the
full width of the east (front) fagade. Porch supports and
wing walls flanking the poured concrete steps are Figure 1. 1913 Sanborn
rusticated concrete block. A portion of the porch was Fire Insurance Map.
enclosed to form a sunroom ca. 1920. The large side gable roof is a character
defining feature of the bungalow form. A large shed dormer on the east fagade
was originally an open sleeping porch but was enclosed ca. 1920. Two smaller
shed dormers, added in 2006, flank the large dormer. The west elevation
originally featured a shed dormer but was obscured by the 1952 addition. Both
the north and south elevations feature centrally-located large rusticated concrete
block exterior chimneys.

The primary entrance on the east
elevation features a one-light glass
door. The original sidelights were
removed ca. 1965 and replaced by
plexiglass. The original doors set
within the sun room feature 27-light
French doors flanked by 18-light
casement windows set under one-light
transom windows. A secondary
entrance at the northwest corner of the
building in the 1952 addition has a
two-panel, one-light door. A jalousie

Figure 2. Ridgely Residence, 2009.
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door on the second floor north elevation is
accessed by an exterior metal staircase
installed with the 1952 addition.

Windows were originally wood casement
windows with some original 12 and 18-light
wood casements remaining in place. The front
facade has two 18-light wood casements
flanking a one-light picture window set under
one-light transom windows. The sun room,
which was enclosed ca. 1920, retains the
original 12-light wood transoms set above four-
light replacement awning windows with false
mullions set in a colonial pattern. Other
windows, replaced between 1965 and 1980,
include three-light metal awning set individually
and paired, fourlight metal awning set
Figure 3. Ridgely Residence, ndividually, and one-over-one metal single-
porch window, 2009. hung sash. The current owners have replaced
some of the non-historic windows with period appropriate eight and ten-light
casement windows, which will be an on-going effort. Poured concrete lintels and
sills accent the windows. Other notable elements include large knee braces,
arched foundation vents, novelty board ceiling and tile floors in the porch, and a
hexagon block front sidewalk. A historic two-story garage, built ca. 1920, is
situated northwest of the residence with alley access.

Integrity

Although the Ridgely Residence has endured alterations, many of the changes
occurred during the historic period prior to 1959. Additionally, many of the
original architectural details such as the exterior finishes, some original windows,
knee braces, the large shed dormer, and the porch finishes remain intact. The
Ridgely Residence retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
workmanship, and feeling.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

The Ridgely Residence is significant at the local level in the areas of Community
Planning and Development, Architecture, and Settlement. The Ridgely
Residence is significant for its association with Dr. Roy Ridgely and the Eureka
Stone and Paving Company, which played a significant role in the early growth
and construction in the city. The residence is also a representative example of
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upper class residential architecture built at the onset of the city’s first period of
real estate boom and the use of rusticated concrete block an advancement in
building technology. The conversion to a guest house, hotel, and apartment
building indicates the transformation of this neighborhood and the tourism
industry in St. Petersburg.

Historical Context

St. Petersburg originated with the purchase of land by John C. Williams in 1876
and the arrival of the Orange Belt Railroad in 1888. Orange Belt owner, Peter
Demens, built the narrow gauge railroad to connect to land situated on the
eastern edge of the Pinellas peninsula owned by John C. Williams. The first train
arrived in June 1888 to a settlement with little more than a store and a few
residences. Demens and Williams collaborated in their plans to build a new
community around the terminus of the railroad, complete with a park, depot, and
hotel. In exchange for naming the city after Demens’ birthplace, St. Petersburg,
Russia, the hotel was named after Wiliams’ hometown, Detroit, Michigan.
Prepared by Engineer A.L. Hunt and Draftsman G.A. Miller in August 1888, the
Map of the Town of St. Petersburg was officially filed in April 1889 and revised in
October 1889 (Arsenault 1996, 64, 81-82; Grismer 1948, 68, 74, 271-72: Pinellas
County Clerk of Circuit Court, Plat Book H1, Pages 27 and 49).

Utilizing Dr. Van Bibber's endorsement of the Pinellas peninsula as the perfect
location for a “Health City” at the 1885 annual convention of the American
Medical Association, efforts to promote settlement gained momentum. The
Orange Belt Railway offered seaside excursions to St. Petersburg in 1889.
These excursions were one of the first concentrated efforts by the community
and the development company to attract tourists (Arsenault 1996, 62; Grismer
1948, 70, 97, 111).

Although the railroad failed |
to capitalize on Dr. Van
Bibber's endorsement,
residents and developers
seized the opportunity for
publicity.  Frank Davis, a
prominent publisher from
Philadelphia who arrived in
Florida to alleviate his own
health problems, utilized the
endorsement to  heavily
promote the benefits of St.
Petersburg. Davis, along

yvith 'Othel' new residents Figure 4. St. Petersburg water front, postcard, ca. 1900.
including St. Petersburg

The Skare {inr. 8 Tetrrbarg Py
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Times editor William Straub and St. Petersburg Evening Independent editor Lew
Brown, tirelessly promoted the community during the late 1800s and early 1900s
(Arsenault 1996, 82-85). By 1890, the population grew from less than 50 prior to
the arrival of the railroad to 273 residents with two hotels, two ice plants, two
churches, a school, a pier, and a sawmill to serve the community. Following the
incorporation of the city in 1892, utility services, including telephone, electric
service, and public water, were introduced in the community. A severe freeze
which destroyed the citrus groves throughout north and central Florida during the
winter of 1894-95 prompted many farmers to relocate to coastal areas, such as
St. Petersburg, which did not experience a freeze as severe. Although the
economy remained largely dependent on commercial fishing, tourism from winter
visitors quickly grew in importance (Arsenault 1996, 52-64, 81-82).

Vincent and Adelaide Ridgely were among of the earliest winter visitors during
the 1890s. As an attorney, farmer, and Methodist minister from Galesburg,
lllinois, Vincent Ridgely soon became “an ardent booster of the Sunshine City”
and one of the charter members of the Board of Trade after he and his wife
permanently relocated to St. Petersburg and built a house in 1899. Five of their
sons followed, including Dr. Roy Ridgely and his wife, Florence (Brown 1915).
Trained as a dentist, Dr. Ridgely initially worked in his chosen field in Kalkaska
Township, Michigan, when he married Florence in 1899 (Ancestry.com, 1900
Census). The following year, the couple moved to a home on 2™ Avenue and
2" Street South in St. Petersburg, which boasted a population of 1,575 residents
at the time (“Mrs. Ridgely Early Resident, Dies at 82" 1962: “The Laborer is
Worthy of His Hire” 1909; Arsenault 1996, 83).

During the early 1900s, the creation of St. Petersburg’s waterfront park system,
the incorporation of a trolley system, and the construction of the Electric Pier
drew additional tourists and new
residents to the area (Arsenault 1996,
87-89). Envisioning the opportunities
in construction in the growing city, Dr.
Roy Ridgely and his father, Vincent
Ridgely, established the Eureka
Stone and Paving Company around
1903. Allthough initially associated
with L.H. Strum, Strum soon left the
company and Vincent Ridgely's other
sons joined the family business as
they relocated to St. Petersburg. Dr.
Ridgely appears to have been the
President and salesman for the
company procuring jobs while his Figure 5. Eureka Stone Company advertisement,
father oversaw construction.  After St. Petersburg Times, August 6, 1904.
initially focusing on sidewalks,
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irrigation canals, and
foundations, the company soon
diversified into building entire
houses and commercial
structures (“Eureka Stone
Company” advertisement 1904;
“Ridgely Eureka Stone and
Paving Company” advertisement
1907; “The Laborer is Worthy of
His Hire,” 1909; Ancestry, 1910
U.s. Federal Census;
Grandmaison 2000).

One of the company's earliest

Figure 6. Eureka Stone Company advertisement, St.

jobs was to build the concrete Petersburg Times, November 1, 1907.
foundation, porch balustrade,
and first floor walls of the house for new resident, C. Perry Snell.  Snell hired

general contractors Williams and Miller in 1904 to oversee the construction of his
new residence; they selected the Ridgelys to do the concrete work. Two
machines were ordered for the construction of the Snell house: one to create
hollow concrete blocks and the second to make concrete bricks. Not only
cheaper than regular brick, this construction method was very durable, only
slightly more costly than wood, and moisture and fire proof. Ultilizing a mixture of
Portland cement, sand, and shells, this construction method by the Eureka Stone
and Paving Company introduced changes to the St. Petersburg construction
industry. Within months, the Eureka Stone and Paving Company was in demand
for the construction of buildings throughout the city (City of St. Petersburg 1994;
Wells 2006, 29; “Building” 1904).

Following his relocation to St. Petersburg in 1904, Snell heavily invested in real
estate and proceeded to develop St. Petersburg’s first subdivision. At the time,
the area north of 5™ Avenue North was ‘rugged, blanketed with palmettos and
inhabited by unfenced cattle” (Wells 2006, 47). In 1904, Snell, along with Frank
Wood, Albert Hoxie, and Alonzo Charles Clewis, formed the Bay Shore Land
Company to develop a subdivision north of 5" Avenue North (Wells 2006, 40, 47;
Arsenault 1996, 137). The Bay Shore Subdivision, was surveyed by R.F. Bettis
and filed in December 1905 to subdivide the area from 1% Street to Beach Drive
and from 5" Avenue to 9" Avenues North (plat revised in March 1906: PCCCC
1906).
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When lots were first
offered for sale in
January 1906, over
twenty parcels sold in
the first three days.
According to the St
Petersburg Times, fifty
lots sold by January 20.
The initial subdivision
proved so successful
that the Company filed
a plat for the Bay Front
Subdivision, situated
north of Bay Shore, in
1909 (Wells 2006, 48-
49). At the time, Beach

Drive extended along
the edge of Tampa Bay,
providing a water view
to residents. As a strong supporter of a waterfront park sxstem, Snell deeded the
area from Beach Drive to Tampa Bay between 6" and 7" Avenues to the City to
create a public park named Baywood Park, which was later absorbed into the
City's public park system. Settlement in the area flourished prompting the city to
expand the city limits to incorporate the new subdivisions in 1913 and 1914.
Meanwhile, Snell formed a new partnership with J.C. Hamlett to continue the
subdivision of north St. Petersburg (Wells 2006, 47-50).

Figure 7. Beach Drive residences viewed from the north mole,
ca. 1908. Photo P02347, St. Petersburg Museum of History.

Largely through the efforts of city boosters to attract businesses and residents,
developers such as C. Perry Snell, H. Walter Fuller, Noel Mitchell, Charles Hall,
and Charles Roser, triggered the city’s first real estate land boom from 1909 to
the start of World War | (Arsenault 1996, 136). Promotional efforts by the Atlantic
Coast Line railroad (created in 1902 from the former Orange Belt Railroad and
Henry Plant's South Florida Railroad) brought organized tourist trains from New
York in 1909 and from the Midwest in 1913. Many of these tourists continued to
winter in the city with some even relocating to St. Petersburg (Arsenault 1996,
135-37, 144-45).

With the growth of the city and the increased need for housing, the Eureka Stone
and Paving Company, and the Ridgelys, prospered. In 1908, Dr. Ridgelx and his
wife built a new home in the Bay Shore subdivision at Bay Street and 6" Avenue
North. His brother, V.N. Ridgely, oversaw the construction of the home which
featured a rusticated concrete block first story and a wood shingle clad second
floor (“Roy Ridgely's New Home” 1908; Ancestry, 1910 U.S. Federal Census).
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Living in one of the most desirable sectlons of the city at the onset of a boom Dr.
Ridgely decided to take T
advantage of the
surrounding
opportunities. In March
1910, he purchased Lot
17 in Block 7 of the Bay
Shore subdivision from
the Avery Real Estate
Agency and initiated
construction of a new
residence (“The Local

Roundup” March 1910). Figure 8. Ridgely Residence at 600 Beach Drive Beach on right.

The home was Postcard, ca. 1913 (Wells, 2006, 49).
completed by June.

According to “The Local T P LT M A A ey |
Roundup” in the St "
Petersburg
Independent, “Dr.
Ridgely’s handsome
new home on Beach
Drive, which is being
built by the Eureka
Stone and Paving Co.,
will be ready for
occupancy next week”
(“Local Roundup” May
1910). This home

originally had an Figure 9. Beach Drive Residences, Ridgely Residence at
address of 700 Beach 600 Beach Drive Beach in right background. Postcard, ca.
Drive, but when City 1913, St. Petersburg Museum of History .

Council renumbered all of the north-south streets in 1912, the address changed
to 600 Beach Drive Northeast (“To Re-number All Houses on the Streets” 1912;
Polk 1912). In November 1910, the Clty acquired a portion of the property on the
northwest corner of Beach Drive and 5" Avenue North to alleviate a sharp curve

Figure 10. Beach Drive at 5" Avenue North, 1913. Photo by Van Deventer & Son. Photo
6a03202r, American Memory Collection, Library of Congress.
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which existed on Beach Drive. With this remedied, the City laid new sewer lines
and paved Beach Drive with brick up to 9" Avenue North in 1911 (“Will Benefit
Beach Drive” 1910; “Notice to Contractors” 1910; “Beach Drive to Have Sewer”
1910; “Resume Shipment of Paving Brick” 1911).

In addition to
numerous residences,
the Eureka Stone and
Paving Company built
the Tracy Lewis auto
service garage on
Central Avenue, the
American Women'’s
League chapter
house, an opera
building for Henry
Tonnelier, and several
other commercial

bUIldIngS.k In .addltugn Figure 11. St. Petersburg waterfront, ca.1913. American Women'’s
to  wor in t. League chapter house on left. Photo P01365, St. Petersburg
Petersburg, the Museum of History.

company completed

jobs in Bradenton, Clearwater, and Lakeland. The company also laid many of
the rusticated concrete block retaining walls and hexagon block sidewalks in the
city, including those on Central Avenue between 6™ and 7™ Streets and in front of
the Mitchell Building where the Snell Arcade would later be built. Seeing
opportunity in the growing number of new residents and visitors, Dr. Ridgely
retired from the Eureka Stone and Paving Company in October 1910 to open his
own real estate firm in the St. Petersburg Hardware Company Building. He left
his father, Vincent Ridgely as President of the Eureka Stone and Paving
Company, his brother Redick W. Ridgely as general manager, and another
brother V.N. Ridgely as superintendent of the Lakeland plant. When Vincent
Ridgely passed away in 1915, the brothers dissolved the company to pursue
other interests (“To Whom It May Concern” 1910; “Roy R. Ridgely, Real Estate”
Advertisement 1911; “Opera House Building for Tonnelier’ 1910; “New Building
to be Erected” 1910; “Auto Garage on Central Avenue” 1910; “Contract Awarded
for Chapter House” 1910; “Building for Eagle Bakery” 1911; “Additional Locals”
1909; “Personal ltems” 1908; “The Eureka Stone and Paving Company”
September 1908 and December 1908).

Dr. Roy and Florence Ridgely were actively involved in St. Petersburg clubs and
organizations including the Las Amigas Bridge Club, the As You Like It Club, the
Pollyanna Club, the Woman’'s Club, and the Imperial Concert Company with
which Dr. Ridgely sang tenor. He also played an active part participating in
automobile drives to promote the Good Roads Movement, an effort to improve
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the condition and extension of roads throughout Pinellas County and the United
States. In 1911, he moved his real estate company into the new addition to the
Detroit Hotel. The following year, real estate agents met at the Ridgely Real
Estate Company office to form the St. Petersburg Board of Realtors (“St.
Petersburg and Tampa United by Automobiles” 1909; “Ridgely Realty Company
Announce” 1911; “Real Estate Men to
Organize” 1912). By 1914,
approximately 83 real estate companies
operated in the city, capitalizing on the
doubling of the local population during
the winter season. These winter
residents even formed tourist societies
organized by state or region of origin
which acted as booster clubs in their
native states (Arsenault 1996, 143-46).

Around 1914, Dr. Ridgely moved into
another residence located on Beach
Drive, across 6™ Avenue at 556 Beach
Drive. When he moved into the new
home, he placed his old one at 600 Beach Figure 12. Advertisement for the sale of 600
Drive for sale with advertisements in the Beach Drive Northeast, St. Petersburg
local newspaper. Although he planned to Evening Independent, January 5, 1915.
sell to the individual with the best offer by
February 1%, the house was still
advertised for sale in March with the
advertisement now incorporating a
picture. The home had eight rooms, a
large hall, two screened porches, two
bathrooms, and five fireplaces set on an
L-shaped lot with palms and roses (“Don't
Miss This Opportunity” 1915; “What
Would You Offer?” 1915; “This Elegant
Home” 1915). Dr. Ridgely remained at
556 Beach Drive Northeast for a year
untii he became associated with
developer C.M. Roser and built a home in
Roser Park in 1916. Residing in Roser
Park only a brief year, he returned to his
home at 556 Beach Drive Northeast in
1918. Dr. Ridgely also built and operated
the city’s first bowling alley at 23 3" Street Figure 13. Advertisement for the sale of
South (Polk 1912, 1914, 1915, 1916, 600 Beach Drive Northeast, St.
1918; “Dr. Roy Ridgely Taken by Death; Petersburg Evening Iindependent, March
Il Short Time” 1943). 12,1915.
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The new purchaser of 600 Beach Drive Northeast was Edward L. Hudgin, a
Michigan native who arrived in St. Petersburg from Blue Ridge, Kansas. Hudgin
was a retired druggist who had invested in real estate. He had purchased a lot in
1910 and built a home at present-day 700 Beach Drive Northeast on the corner
of 7" Avenue and Beach Drive Northeast. The bungalow, where he lived with his
sister and niece, Mary and Florence Johnston, was completed in January 1911.
Although this was his first permanent residence in St. Petersburg, he had spent a
number of winters in the city. Apparently the six-room bungalow at 700 Beach
Drive Northeast was too small, as he purchased the larger 600 Beach Drive
Northeast from Dr. Ridgely. Hudgin was active in the Board of Trade and owned
the Owl Block, a commercial building on the comer of 3™ Street and 1%t Avenue
North (Ancestry, 1880, 1910, and 1920 United States Federal Census, “J.M.
Endicott Notes” 1910; “Society” 1912; “The Local Roundup” 1911; Polk 1915,
1916; “Board of Trade Membership Teams” 1915; “First Avenue North Business
Center” 1922).

The City’s administration started to formally encourage tourism with promotional
campaigns following the election of Al Lang as mayor in 1916. Lang was
elected after he arranged to bring the Philadelphia Phillies to the city for spring
training. Under his leadership, the City publicly encouraged tourism and made
efforts to improve the physical appearance of the city mandating that all of the
benches in the city be painted green (Arsenault 1996, 143-46). Although the
land boom collapsed during World War |, the development created a pattern for
the future growth of the city. During the 1910s, the city’s population grew from
4,127 in 1910 to 14,237 in 1920 (Arsenault 1996, 124, 190).

Although World War | limited tourism, St. Petersburg quickly rebounded following
the war with the winter season of 1918-1919 more profitable than before the war.
Thanks in part to the efforts of John Lodwick, publicity agent for the Chamber of
Commerce and the City of St. Petersburg, the hotels and boarding houses were
filled to capacity during the season (Arsenault 1996, 186-189). By 1920, Hudgin
sold 600 Beach Drive Northeast to Frank Transue and relocated to 456 Beach
Drive Northeast, where he remained until his death in 1931. Frank Transue was
the general superintendent of the Whitman & Barnes Manufacturing Company of
Alliance, Ohio, which manufactured cast iron land rollers, spikes and general
castings. Following the death of his wife, Frank’s sister, Mary, and a nurse, Ellen
Easterly, moved in with Frank. Frank married Ellen in 1914 and, by 1920, had
become President of the Alliance Bank, and purchased a winter home in St.
Petersburg at 600 Beach Drive Northeast (Ancestry, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920 and
1930 United States Federal Census; Ancestry, Florida Death Index; Ancestry,
Canton, Ohio Directories).

The construction of a national, state, and local road system opened St.
Petersburg to an increasing number of middle-class vacationers as well as a new
type of vacationer known as “tin-can tourists.” This type of vacationer typically
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