
 
March 6, 2014  

8:30 AM 

 

 

 

Welcome to the City of St. Petersburg City Council meeting.  To assist the City Council in 

conducting the City’s business, we ask that you observe the following: 

 

1. If you are speaking under the Public Hearings, Appeals or Open Forum sections of 

the agenda, please observe the time limits indicated on the agenda. 

2. Placards and posters are not permitted in the Chamber.  Applause is not permitted 

except in connection with Awards and Presentations. 

3. Please do not address Council from your seat.  If asked by Council to speak to an 

issue, please do so from the podium. 

4. Please do not pass notes to Council during the meeting. 

5. Please be courteous to other members of the audience by keeping side conversations 

to a minimum. 

6. The Fire Code prohibits anyone from standing in the aisles or in the back of the 

room. 

7. If other seating is available, please do not occupy the seats reserved for individuals 

who are deaf/hard of hearing. 

GENERAL AGENDA INFORMATION 

 

For your convenience, a copy of the agenda material is available for your review at the 

Main Library, 3745 Ninth Avenue North, and at the City Clerk’s Office, 1st Floor, City 

Hall, 175 Fifth Street North, on the Monday preceding the regularly scheduled Council 

meeting. The agenda and backup material is also posted on the City’s website at 

www.stpete.org and generally electronically updated the Friday preceding the meeting 

and again the day preceding the meeting. The updated agenda and backup material can 

be viewed at all St. Petersburg libraries.  An updated copy is also available on the podium 

outside Council Chamber at the start of the Council meeting. 

 

If you are deaf/hard of hearing and require the services of an interpreter, please contact the 

City Clerk, 893-7448, or call our TDD Number, 892-5259, at least 24 hours prior to the 

meeting and we will provide that service for you. 

 

http://www.stpete.org/
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March 6, 2014  

8:30 AM 

Council Meeting 

 

A. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call. 

Invocation and Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 

B. Approval of Agenda with Additions and Deletions. 

Open Forum 

If you wish to address City Council on subjects other than public hearing or quasi-judicial 

items listed on this agenda, please sign up with the Clerk prior to the meeting.  Only the 

individual wishing to speak may sign the Open Forum sheet and only City residents, owners 

of property in the City, owners of businesses in the City or their employees may speak.  All 

issues discussed under Open Forum must be limited to issues related to the City of St. 

Petersburg government. 

Speakers will be called to address Council according to the order in which they sign the 

Open Forum sheet.  In order to provide an opportunity for all citizens to address Council, 

each individual will be given three (3) minutes.  The nature of the speakers' comments will 

determine the manner in which the response will be provided.  The response will be 

provided by City staff and may be in the form of a letter or a follow-up phone call 

depending on the request. 

C. Consent Agenda (see attached) 

D. Public Hearings and Quasi-Judicial Proceedings - 9:00 A.M. 

E. Reports 

1. Resolution acknowledging receipt of the Selection Committee’s ranking for a consultant 

for the Downtown Waterfront Master Plan; authorizing the Mayor or his designee to 

negotiate an agreement with the first ranked firm, which agreement is subject to City 

Council approval; providing that Administration may terminate negotiations with the 

first ranked firm and report to City Council if the parties cannot reach an agreement on 

the material terms of the agreement; and finding that the Selection Committee has 

completed its duties and is therefore dissolved. 

2. Tampa Bay Estuary Program:  

(a) Holly Greening, Executive Director  

(b) Councilmember Steve Kornell (Oral) 

3. Land Use & Transportation:  (Councilmember Kennedy) 

(a) Pinellas Planning Council (PPC)  
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(b) Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) & Advisory Committee for Pinellas 

Transportation (ACPT); TBTMA (Tampa Bay Transportation Management Area); 

and MPO Action Committee 

4. Grand Prix Update.  [To be heard at 9:00 a.m.] 

F. New Ordinances - (First Reading of Title and Setting of Public Hearing) 

Setting March 20, 2014 as the public hearing date for the following proposed Ordinance(s): 

1. Approving the vacation of Plaza Comercio, an 80-foot wide unimproved right-of-way, 

situated north of Savona Drive and east of San Merino Boulevard Northeast. (City File 

13-33000016) 

G. New Business 

1. Referring to the Housing Services Committee for discussion the implementation of a 

"Bad Apple" Landlord Registry to address persistent and serious landlord offenders who 

defy City ordinance and run slum rentals and hotel business enterprises.  

(Councilmember Rice) 

2. Referring to the Budget, Finance & Taxation Committee a presentation by Noel 

Munson, Strategic Planner, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, regarding the 

Florida Strategic Plan for Economic Development.  (Councilmember Rice) 

3. Referring to the Public Services & Infrastructure Committee a discussion regarding 

Duke Energy’s clean energy efforts in Florida compared with other states in which Duke 

Energy operates.  (Councilmember Kornell) 

4. Requesting Council to consider drafting a resolution to support the Tourist Development 

Council’s spending of the additional bed tax penny on homeless families with children 

and the arts.  (Councilmember Kornell)  

5. Requesting City Council consider drafting a resolution to support USF St. Petersburg in 

securing $20 million dollars in state funding to build a home for the USF College of 

Business.  (Councilmember Foster) 

6. Requesting the termination of the City’s contract with American Traffic Solutions 

(ATS).  (Councilmember Newton) 

7. Requesting the Mayor, City Council and Administration refund the money for the over 

1700 short yellow light tickets issued to law abiding citizens due to circumstances 

beyond their control.  (Councilmember Newton) 

H. Council Committee Reports 

1. Budget, Finance & Taxation Committee.  (2/27/14) 

2. Public Services & Infrastructure Committee.  (2/27/14) 

3. Housing Services Committee.  (2/27/14) 
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(a) Resolution confirming the Mayoral appointments of James Bennett, Ayele B. Hunt 

and Delphinia N. Davis to the St. Petersburg Housing Authority. 

4. Co-Sponsored Events Committee.  (2/20/14) 

(a) Ordinance suspending City Code Sections 21-31 (f) (13) and 21-31 (l) (1) for one 

hundred eighty (180) days from the date of this Ordinance to relieve a conflict 

between those Sections of the City Code regulating park permits and City Council 

and Administration procedures for co-sponsored events, pending a permanent 

resolution of the conflict; substituting temporary replacement provisions for the 

suspended sections; ratifying and approving existing payment agreements for city co-

sponsored events; and providing for expiration.  

(b) Resolution approving events for co-sponsorship “in name only” by the City for 

Fiscal Year 2014; waiving the non-profit requirement of Resolution No. 2000-562(a) 

8 for the co-sponsored events to be presented by Active Endeavors, Inc.; Live 

Nation Worldwide, Inc.; AOS Group, LP and Pelican Sports & Entertainment, LLC 

in FY 2014; and authorizing the Mayor or his designee to execute all documents 

necessary to effectuate this resolution. 

I. Legal 

J. Open Forum 

K. Adjournment 

A 
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Consent Agenda A 

March 6, 2014 

 

NOTE: Business items listed on the yellow Consent Agenda cost more than one-half million dollars 

while the blue Consent Agenda includes routine business items costing less than that amount. 

(Purchasing) 

1. Awarding a contract to B.L. Smith Electric, Inc. in the amount of $2,250,000 for the 

Southwest Water Reclamation Facility (SWWRF)  Electrical Distribution Infrastructure 

project (SWWRF 12 kV Generator Load Replacement - Engineering Project No. 13036-

111; Oracle No.12970); rescinding unencumbered appropriations in the Water 

Resources Capital Projects Fund (4003) in the amount of $1,000,000 from the Sanitary 

Sewer Collection System FY14 Project (14166) and $573,000 from the LST #85 AW 

Master FY13 Project (13819); and approving a supplemental appropriation in the 

amount of $2,276,000 from the unappropriated balance of the Water Resources Capital 

Projects Fund (4003), partially resulting from these rescissions, to the WRF SW 12kV 

Loop Gen FY11/14 Project (12970). 

2. Accepting a proposal from Symetra Life Insurance Company for specific stop loss and 

aggregate stop loss insurance coverage for the Human Resources Department at an 

estimated annual premium of $891,299; and authorizing the Mayor or his designee to 

execute all documents necessary to effectuate this transaction. 

(Public Works) 

3. Approving amendment #2 to the Loan Agreement with the Florida Water Pollution 

Control Financing Corporation for a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) 

Agreement (WW520600) in the amount of $6,487,183.79 for construction and interest 

costs and the loan service fee. 
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Consent Agenda B 

March 6, 2014 

 

NOTE:  The Consent Agenda contains normal, routine business items that are very likely to be approved 

by the City Council by a single motion.  Council questions on these items were answered prior to the 

meeting.  Each Councilmember may, however, defer any item for added discussion at a later time. 

(Purchasing) 

1. Awarding a contract to Kloote Contracting, Inc. in the amount of $449,887 for the 

rehabilitation of Lift Station 17 Project (Engineering Project No. 13028-111; Oracle No. 

13851); and approving a supplemental appropriation in the amount of $340,000 from the 

unappropriated balance of the Water Resources Capital Projects Fund (4003) to the LST 

#17 92nd Ave N Rehabilitation Project (13851). 

2. Accepting a proposal from Parkson Corporation, a sole source provider, to rehabilitate 

two bar screens for the Water Resources Department at a not to exceed cost of 

$295,258. 

3. Awarding a contract to Certus Builders, Inc. in the amount of $208,818.75 for City 

Wide Arterial/Collector Sidewalks Project FY 13.  (Engineering Project No. 13047-

112; Oracle No. 13764 and 14154) 

4. Renewing a blanket purchase agreement with Custom Concepts of St. Petersburg, Inc. 

for work uniforms at an estimated annual cost of $150,000. 

(City Development) 

5. Authorizing the Mayor or his designee to execute a License Agreement with the St. 

Petersburg Warehouse Arts District, Inc., a Florida non-profit corporation, for use of 

three (3) unimproved parcels located on the westerly side of 22nd Street South between 

6th Avenue South and Fairfield Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida, for a period of 

twenty-four (24) hours at a nominal fee, to provide overflow parking for the public 

while hosting a community art event.  

6. Approving an Agreement between the City and the Association of Volleyball 

Professionals for a Pro Beach Volleyball Tournament to be held in St. Petersburg 

beginning in May 2014. 

(Leisure & Community Services) 

7. Approving the First Amendment to the Agreement between the City of St. Petersburg, 

Florida, and the Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County that commenced on October 

1, 2013; and authorizing the Mayor or his designee to execute the First Amendment. 
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8. Approving an agreement between the City of St. Petersburg and the Early Learning 

Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc. that provides for child care services for qualified 

families for two years commending April 1, 2014, and ending March 31, 2016 

("Agreement"); authorizing the Mayor or his designee to execute the agreement or in 

the alternative to electronically submit the Agreement; and finding that if the Agreement 

is submitted electronically, electronic submission shall be equivalent to physical 

signature and comply with the requirements of the City Charter if the Agreement is 

approved by the City Attorney's Office prior to submission. 

  

( 
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Note:  An abbreviated listing of upcoming City Council meetings. Meeting Agenda 

Budget, Finance & Taxation Committee 

Thursday, February 27, 2014, 8:00 a.m., Room 100 

Public Services & Infrastructure Committee 

Thursday, February 27, 2014, 9:15 a.m., Room 100 

Housing Services Committee 

Thursday, February 27, 2014, 10:30 a.m., Room 100 

Co-Sponsored Events Committee. 

Thursday, March 13, 2014, 10:30 a.m., Room 100 

CRA/Agenda Review and Administrative Updates 

Thursday, February 27, 2014, 1:30 p.m., Room 100 

City Council Workshop - Red Light Camera 

Thursday, February 27, 2014, immediately following Agenda Review, Room 100 
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Board and Commission Vacancies 

Arts Advisory Committee 

1 Regular Member 

(Terms expire 9/30/16) 

City Beautiful Commission 

2 Regular Members 

(Terms expire 12/31/16) 

Civil Service Board 

1 Regular & 3 Alternate Members 

(Terms expire 6/30/14 & 6/30/16) 

Code Enforcement Board 

1 Alternate Member 

(Term expires 12/31/16) 

Commission on Aging 

4 Regular Members 

(Terms expire 12/31/14 & 12/31/16) 

Public Arts Commission 

2 Regular Members 

(Terms expire 4/30/14 & 4/30/17) 

Committee to Advocate for Persons with Impairments (CAPI) 

1 Regular & 2 Alternate Members 

(Terms expire 12/31/14 & 12/31/16) 

Nuisance Abatement Board 

2 Alternate Members 

(Terms expire 8/31/14 & 11/30/14) 

Community Planning & Preservation Commission 

1 Regular Member 

(Term expires 1/1/15) 
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 PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED FOR QUASI-JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: 
 
 
1. Anyone wishing to speak must fill out a yellow card and present the card to the Clerk.  All speakers must be 

sworn prior to presenting testimony.  No cards may be submitted after the close of the Public Hearing.  Each 
party and speaker is limited to the time limits set forth herein and may not give their time to another speaker 
or party. 

 
2. At any time during the proceeding, City Council members may ask questions of any speaker or party.  The time 

consumed by Council questions and answers to such questions shall not count against the time frames allowed 
herein.  Burden of proof: in all appeals, the Appellant bears the burden of proof; in variance application cases, the 
Applicant bears the burden of proof; in rezoning and Comprehensive Plan land use cases, the Owner bears the 
burden of proof except in cases initiated by the City Administration, in which event the City Administration bears the 
burden of proof. Waiver of Objection: at any time during this proceeding Council Members may leave the Council 
Chamber for short periods of time.  At such times they continue to hear testimony because the audio portion of the 
hearing is transmitted throughout City Hall by speakers.  If any party has an objection to a Council Member leaving 
the Chamber during the hearing, such objection must be made at the start of the hearing.  If an objection is not made 
as required herein it shall be deemed to have been waived. 

 
3. Initial Presentation.  Each party shall be allowed ten (10) minutes for their initial presentation.   
 

a. Presentation by City Administration. 
 
b. Presentation by Applicant and/or Appellant. If Appellant and Applicant are different entities then each is allowed 

the allotted time for each part of these procedures.  The Appellant shall speak before the Applicant.  In 
connection with land use and zoning ordinances where the City is the applicant, the land owner(s) shall be given 
the time normally reserved for the Applicant/Appellant, unless the land owner is the Appellant. 

 
c. Presentation by Opponent.  If anyone wishes to utilize the initial presentation time provided for an Opponent, said 

individual shall register with the City Clerk at least one week prior to the scheduled public hearing. 
 
4. Public Hearing.  A Public Hearing will be conducted during which anyone may speak for 3 minutes.   Speakers should 

limit their testimony to information relevant to the ordinance or application and criteria for review. 
 
5. Cross Examination.  Each party shall be allowed five (5) minutes for cross examination.  All questions shall be 

addressed to the Chair and then (at the discretion of the Chair) asked either by the Chair or by the party conducting 
the cross examination of the speaker or of the appropriate representative of the party being cross examined.  One (1) 
representative of each party shall conduct the cross examination.  If anyone wishes to utilize the time provided for 
cross examination and rebuttal as an Opponent, and no one has previously registered with the Clerk, said individual 
shall notify the City Clerk prior to the conclusion of the Public Hearing.  If no one gives such notice, there shall be no 
cross examination or rebuttal by Opponent(s).  If more than one person wishes to utilize the time provided for 
Opponent(s), the City Council shall by motion determine who shall represent Opponent(s). 

 
a.  Cross examination by Opponents. 
b. Cross examination by City Administration.   
c. Cross examination by Appellant followed by Applicant, if different. 

 
6.   Rebuttal/Closing.  Each party shall have five (5) minutes to provide a closing argument or rebuttal. 
      a. Rebuttal by Opponents.    
      b.  Rebuttal by City Administration.   
      c.  Rebuttal by Appellant followed by the Applicant, if different.   

 























































COUNCIL AGENDA 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM 
 

 

 

TO:   Members of City Council 

 

DATE:   February 28, 2014 

 

COUNCIL DATE: March 6, 2014 

 

RE:   A Resolution Supporting Funding for the USF College of Business 

 

 

 

 

ACTION DESIRED: 
 

 Respectfully request Council to consider drafting a resolution to support USF 

St. Petersburg in securing 20 million dollars in state funding to build a home for the 

USF College of Business. 

 

 

RATIONAL: 
 

 The College of Business provides both undergraduate and graduate students the 

knowledge and skills they need to succeed and local businesses with high-quality 

workers.  

 There is an under-supply of qualified graduates for thousands of jobs each year in the 

high-demand financial services sector, accounting and information technology. The USF 

St. Petersburg College of Business is focused on providing the skilled workers to meet 

those needs.  

 The Entrepreneurship Program at the College of Business is a cutting-edge approach to 

preparing students to create jobs, assume leadership roles in small start-up companies and 

turn ideas into profitable businesses.  

 The College of Business is among only 1 percent of nearly 16,000 business schools 

worldwide accredited for both business and accounting by AACSB International. In the 

past five years, the college awarded over 1,800 degrees and the student body grew 7 

percent to more than 1,200. 

 

 

 

     Amy Foster, Council Member 

     District 8 

 



 

 

COUNCIL AGENDA 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM 
 

 

 

TO:   Members of City Council 

 

DATE:   February 28, 2014 

 

COUNCIL DATE: March 6, 2014 

 

RE:   American Traffic Solutions Contract Termination Request  

 

 

 

ACTION DESIRED: 
 

Respectfully requesting the termination of the City’s contract with American Traffic 

Solutions.  

 

 

RATIONAL: 
 

With the vast amount of groundswell of public perception and the numerous problems 

that have been verified with the red light cameras, we have a moral obligation to act to 

protect the law abiding citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wengay Newton, Council Member 

   District 7 

 



 

 

COUNCIL AGENDA 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM 
 

 

 

TO:   Members of City Council 

 

DATE:   February 28, 2014 

 

COUNCIL DATE: March 6, 2014 

 

RE:   Red Light Camera Citation Refunds  

 

 

 

ACTION DESIRED: 
 

Respectfully requesting the Mayor, City Council and Administration refund the money 

for the over 1700 short yellow light tickets issued to law abiding citizens due to 

circumstances beyond their control. 

 

 

RATIONAL: 
 

City staff has admitted that the yellow light timing was not accurate at three locations 

causing people to receive citations that they would not have otherwise received. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wengay Newton, Council Member 

   District 7 

 



ST. PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET, FINANCE & TAXATION COMMITTEE  

Committee Report for February 27, 2014 
 

Members & Alternate: Budget, Finance & Taxation Committee: Chair James R. “Jim” 
Kennedy, Jr.; Vice-Chair Charles Gerdes; Karl Nurse; Leslie Curran 
and William Dudley (alternate).  

 
Support Staff:  Angela Ramirez, Budget Analyst II, Budget Department 
    Linda Livingston, Accountant III, Finance Department 
Call to Order 
Approval of Agenda-Approved 
Approval of February 13, 2014 Minutes- Approved 
       

1. New / Deferred Business 

a. Review of Port Business Model (David Metz/Walt Miller) (Oral Report) 

David Metz, Director of Downtown Enterprise Facilities, presented the review of 

the Port Business Model.  Included within the presentation were the mission and 

key goals of the Port System as well as funding support, lease terms, operating 

results, services, strengths and opportunities for the Port of St. Petersburg. 

Committee members continued with discussion on the item which included 

questions regarded the referendums of the Port, Port expenses, timeline for 

electricity and additional amenities and business development strategies.  The 

item will be brought back to the committee in April for an updated timeline as well 

as how this may correlate to the Master Waterfront Plan. 

 

b. 1st Quarter Grants Report (Tom Greene/Shrimatee Ojah Maharaj) 

Shrimatee Ojah Maharaj, Grants Coordinator, presented an update on the grants 

awarded during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2014.  Included, was the First 

Quarter Grants Report for FY 14, the revised FY 13 Grant Report as well as the 

Year to Date Grant Measurement Report.  The committee discussed the possible 

preparation of a prospecting grants target list which would include a five to ten 

year timeline of future grants as well as the evaluation of the amount of grant 

ranges we are currently applying for.   

 

3. Continued Business / Deferred Business – None 

4. Upcoming Meetings Agenda Tentative Issues 

1. March 13, 2014 

a. Approval of Property Insurance Premium (Gary Cornwell/Chris Guella) 

2. March 27, 2014 

a. FY 13 External Audit Report (Anne Fritz) 

3. April 10, 2014 

a. Fund Balance Target Update (Tom Greene) 

4. April 24, 2014 

a. Procurement Code (Louis Moore) 

b. Port Business Plan Update (Dave Metz/Walter Miller) 

5. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am  



 

 

City of St. Petersburg 

Public Services & Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting of February 27, 2014 – 9:15 a.m. 

City Hall, Room 100 
 

 
 
Members: Chair Bill Dudley; Vice-Chair Steve Kornell  

 Council Members:   Wengay Newton and Darden Rice  
  
Alternate(s):   Jim Kennedy 
  
Support Staff: Ken Betz, primary staff support; Brian Campbell,  backup staff support 
 
Others Present: 
  
Council Members Foster and Gerdes, Mark Winn, Todd Yost, Dave Goodwin, Philip Lazzara, Rob Gerdes, 
and Cathy Davis. 
 
 

A. Call to Order and Roll Call – 9:27 a.m. 

B. Approval of Agenda  (4 – 0) 

C. Approval of Minutes 

1. Minutes of February 13, 2014 (4 – 0) 
 

D. New Business 
   

1. February 27, 2014 

Sign Ordinance Updates    Goodwin. 

 Opening Discussion and Presentation 

 
Council Member Dudley introduced Dave Goodwin, who in turn introduced Rob Gerdes, who gave 
a Power Point presentation on the topic of Sign Ordinance Updates. Mr. Gerdes reported that the 
sign ordinance started with the PS & I Committee in June of 2011. After several meetings and 
reviews, staff is comfortable with the current, updated sign ordinance. Mr. Gerdes, through the 
Power Point presentation, pointed out and updated Council on 8 different sign types: 
Nonconforming Signs, Abandoned Signs, Historic Signs, Electronic Message Centers, Large 
Facility Signs, Flags, Human Signs, and Three Dimensional Signs. 
 
 

Committee and Staff Discussion  
 
Council applauded staff for their work on this topic/ordinance. Council Member Kennedy questioned 
Mark Winn if he was comfortable with the sign ordinance updates, to which Mark Winn responded 
he was comfortable with the updates and had no new recommendations. 
 
Staff explained that sign codes are built for public interest and safety, and the sign standards are 
fair for business and address safety to the community. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

E. Next Meetings  

1. March 13, 2014 

Sea Level Rise     Connors 

2. March 27, 2014 

a. Unimproved Alleys     Lazzara 

b. Pedal Pub      Dudley 

3. April 10, 2014 

Vertical Elements on Central Avenue Bulbouts Kubicki 
 

 
 

F. Adjournment. Meeting Adjourned at 9:50 am.  












































































































