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St. Petersburg Up to Code

Information for Responsible Property Owners

As we age, many of us will take steps to maintain our good health. The neighborhoods and structures in St.
Petersburg likewise require maintenance to stay in good health. Individual structures and neighborhoods
that are not maintained not only deteriorate, they cost citizens more money. Property values may fall, and
poor maintenance is often associated with higher rates of vandalism and crime. Individual property owners
can be the most important partners in the effort to maintain healthy neighborhoods. Unfortunately, many
people are not responsible owners. That is why citizens band together to ask government to create
minimum standards for housing, yards, parking, etc. These standards protect surrounding property owners
and tenants, who might otherwise suffer substandard conditions.

Even the most responsible property owners may experience difficulty in maintaining their property at one
time or another. In the event that you receive a Notice of Violation from Codes, please review the letter
and find out how to correct the problem and do so promptly. You can ask for additional time if you are
making progress to correct the violations. Some problems are serious and correction must not be delayed.
There may be assistance available to low-income homeowners in the form of low interest loans or volunteer
labor. Please contact your Codes Investigator or area Neighborhood Planner for suggestions. Remember to
get proper permits that may be required for some repairs.

If you are unwilling to take prompt action to correct the problems, there are several possible consequences.
The City can arrange for a lot to be mowed or for a vacant, open structure to be boarded. The cost is then
billed to you. If legal action becomes necessary, you will be served a notice and must appear before the
Code Enforcement Board and Special Magistrate or before a judge in the Pinellas County Court. You must
explain your case, and ultimately correct the violations in order to avoid fines and liens.

This information has been developed to explain some of St. Petersburg’s minimum housing and
neighborhood standards. Look at the Property Check List on the following page and use it to evaluate your
own property. Also included are descriptions of the ten most common code violations. Thank you for being
a responsible property owner.

Did You Know?
= On any day the Codes Compliance Assistance Department'’s active case load is over 6,000 cases.
= The most common violations cited are: (1) failure to clean up junk and rubbish or outdoor storage,
and (2) inoperative motor vehicles.
= Before work begins, permits are required for any structural repairs, most plumbing and
electrical work, driveway installations, and even removal of certain trees. Call Construction Services
and Permitting at 727-893-7231 for more information.
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Municipal Services Center Building — 3rd Floor
One 4th Street North St. Petersburg, FL 33701
To report a violation in St. Petersburg: 727-893-7373

This article is provided for informational purposes only. Readers should consult the complete City Code
before taking any action affecting property in St. Petersburg.




v Property Check List

Repair rotted wood, broken or missing boards, siding, or shingles and make all exterior parts weather tight, water tight, and rodent
proof. Exteriors must be resistant to weather and be covered with a protective coating such as paint, siding, or brick that is in good

repair.
Inspect:
O  Exterior walls
O Roof parts including rafters, soffit, and fascia.
O Roof coverings
O Railings on stairs, elevated landings, and porches.
O  Fences (should be in good repair and of legal height)

Keep housing safe, sanitary, in good repair and sound condition. Inspect both interior and exterior:
O  walls, ceilings, floors
O plumbing pipes and fixtures
O windows and screens
Make sure that:
O address numbers are permanently attached to the house, clearly visible from the street and alley, and at least 4 inches high.
O garbage is properly disposed of.
O insects and rodents are exterminated.
O there are no areas where stagnant water collects and breeds mosquitos.

Yard Maintenance

Mow the lawn so that grass is 10 inches or less in height.

Edge or remove growth from sidewalks, curb lines, and gutters.

Properly trim hedges according to the code for height limits.

Trees over the sidewalks must be trimmed up to a height of 8 feet above the sidewalk surface.

Trees over the street must be trimmed up to a height of 14 feet above the street surface.

Trim vegetation at traffic and sidewalk intersections to a maximum height of 3 feet to allow motorists and pedestrians safe
visibility (consult the code for details).
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Storage
O  Store furniture, building materials, junk, disabled or untagged motor vehicles, appliances, and auto parts inside of a legally
constructed, fully enclosed structure.
[0 Store lumber or fire wood in the rear yard on open racks elevated to 18 inches above the ground.
O No parking of domestic equipment (boats, utility trailers, and recreational vehicles) in front of the main structure. Some
storage may be permitted in private yards under special conditions. Check with your area Codes Investigator of see following
page for details.

Paving/Parking

O Driveways, steps, sidewalks and other paved areas must be in good repair and free of debris.

O Vehicles and motorcycles in front yards must be parked on a legally recognized and approved parking surface.

O Commercial vehicles and equipment maybe never be parked or stored anywhere in a residential area except for one
commercial vehicle designed as a limousine, hearse, passenger or conversion van, pickup truck, SUV, car, or similar motor
vehicle with advertising or lettering covering less than 50% of the body of the vehicle, is less than 9 feet in overall height
and 22 feet in overall length, and is good repair and properly licensed and is parked or stored in accordance with codes
governing passenger motor vehicles.

Business Activity
[0 Garage sales may be conducted up to 4 times a year, lasting no more than 3 consecutive days, and no more than one in
any 60 day period. Garage sales are prohibited Monday through Thursday.

O Home occupations (any business conducted from your home) must be properly licensed and meet strict criteria. No traffic
or outside display may occur and the home occupation must be clearly recognized as the secondary use of the residence.

Rental Properties

Rental property owners must have:
O If two or more units, a Certificate of Occupancy and Occupational License.
O In certain areas, a Certificate of Inspection.
O A designated Legal Premises Agent form filed with Codes Compliance Assistance

For further information, please contact the Codes Compliance Assistance Department at 727-893-7373.
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St. Petersburg Top 10 Code Violations

Yard Maintenance

Yard maintenance standards are the responsibility of every
property owner and include the maintenance of plant material
in any right-of-way around the property. Hedges located
within 5 feet of the property line must be properly trimmed to
height limits specified in the code. The branches of a tree
extending over any public sidewalk, street or other public way
should be trimmed to a height of no less than eight feet above
the sidewalk and fourteen feet above the street. Vegetation
and trees must be trimmed so as not to impair vision or
obstruct the travel of motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians upon
any street, sidewalk or alley.

Junk, Rubbish, & Outdoor Storage

Junk and rubbish cannot be left in the yard and must be
properly disposed of.  This includes junk auto parts,
appliances, furniture, building materials and tires; trash such
as discarded paper, cardboard, plastics, etc; and debris such
as tree trimmings and fallen limbs.

Outdoor storage is prohibited. Generally, any equipment,
materials, or furnishings that would ordinarily not be used
outdoors may not be stored outdoors. For example, you may
not keep indoor furniture, household appliances, auto parts, or
building materials outside. You may not store firewood
outside unless it is stacked on open racks eighteen inches
above the ground. You may store a barbecue grill, lawn
furniture, garden hoses, garden tools, outdoor play equipment
for children, or a lawn mower outside in an orderly fashion.

Inoperative Motor Vehicles

Inoperative motor vehicles cannot be stored except in a fully
enclosed structure that was constructed with a permit. An
inoperative vehicle is a vehicle that does not display a current
license tag and/or is not equipped with all parts that are
required to legally and safely operate on public streets and/or
cannot be driven under its own power (whether or not
designed for use on the public streets).

Paint or other water resistant treatment is required on the
exterior of structures. Approved exterior siding or brick that is
well maintained and water resistant will also meet the code.
Any repairs to the exterior of a structure must be made with
materials that match the balance of the structure. Therefore,
siding or brick must be repaired using similar siding or brick.
When damaged wood is repaired, the replacement wood must
be painted the same as the surrounding wood.

Parking in the required front yard set back is permitted for
passenger cars and motorcycles on residential lots only on a
legal driveway or in a garage. A driveway or parking area
must be constructed with approved parking surfaces. There
are limits to the amount of yard area that can be used for a

driveway or parking. Check with the Development Review
Services Division at 727-893-7471 for more information about
legally recognized parking areas.

Condition of Structures

The maintenance of a structure is the responsibility of the
property owner. Any wood, siding, shingles, roof covering,
railings, fences, walls, ceilings, porches, doors, windows and
screens, and other exterior parts of a structure must be
maintained in weather tight, rodent proof, sound condition
and good repair. The property owner is responsible for
maintaining secure windows, doors or other openings that
cannot be readily opened for the outside. An owner may need
to board up a vacant structure if a break-in occurs. Security
boards must be made of exterior grade plywood painted in a
neutral color that blends inconspicuously with the exterior
colors of the building.

Domestic Equipment

Domestic equipment includes motor homes, trailers, utility
trailers, boats and campers. Up to two pieces of domestic
equipment may be located on certain areas of a residential lot.
Domestic equipment may be located in the rear yard or
interior side yard of a lot; but not in a front yard, a street side
yard, or a waterfront yard. On weekends only, equipment
may be brought into the front yard to allow easy access and
more frequent use.

Commercial Equipment

Generally, commercial equipment and commercial vehicles
may not be parked in a residential area unless they are within
a fully enclosed structure that was constructed with a permit.
For each residential lot, one commercial vehicle designed as a
van, pickup truck, or similar vehicle of up to 22 feet long and
up to 9 feet high may be parked on a legally recognized
parking area provided that the vehicle does not display
commercial identification lettering or advertising covering in
excess of 50% of the visible surface area, is in sound
condition, and properly licensed.

Illegal Dwelling Units

Dwelling units that have been added to the interior or the
exterior of a structure without proper permits are illegal,
regardless of how long the units have existed. The city will
require closure of such units.

Prohibited Business

Most businesses are not allowed to operate in residential
areas. This means that car and boat repairs, construction of
cabinets and furniture, and other activities that are not
normally carried on in a residential district are prohibited,
except that you may work on your own car, boat, cabinets,
etc., provided the activity does not disrupt or injure nearby
residents.

Codes

Compliance Assistance

A Neighborhood Service

Revised 03/18/2009




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


