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STAFF REPORT

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REQUEST FOR LISTING IN THE ST. PETERSBURG REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

For public hearing and recommendation to the City Council on September 10, 2019 beginning at 2:00 P.M., in the
Auditorium of the Sunshine Center, 330 5% Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida

According to Planning and Development Services Department records, no commission member resides or has a
place of business within 2,000 feet of the subject property. All other possible conflicts should be declared upon the
announcement of the item.

AGENDA ITEM: CITY FILE NO.: 19-90300007

REQUEST: Designation of Grace Lutheran Church as a landmark of the St.
Petersburg Register of Historic Places

ALTERNATIVE NAME: American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes

OWNER: LTD Family Trust, LLC.

AGENT: Jason Sanchez, Bluewater Builders St. Pete, LLC

ADDRESS: 801 28™ Avenue North

PARCEL ID NO.: 07-31-17-28332-000-0860

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: FLORIDA HEIGHTS LOT 86

ZONING: NT-2
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OVERVIEW

On February 16, 2018, application 18-90300002 was submitted for the designation of Grace
Lutheran Church as a historic landmark by the Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association. At
that time, the church building was in the process of being deconsecrated by the American Baptist
Church of the Beatitudes and purchased by JMS Group Contracting, a private developer who
intended to demolish the building and construct a total of four single-family residences on the
property.

On April 6, 2018, Jason Sanchez of JMS Group Contracting, Inc., the intended purchaser,
submitted a letter of intent to the City stating that the church’s 1929 sanctuary would be
preserved and designated as a local historic landmark following the demolition of several later
additions. The Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association withdrew its designation application
on April 13, 2018.

OnlJune 17, 2019, Mr. Sanchez submitted application 19-90300007 (Appendix A) to designate the
1929 sanctuary portion of the church at 801 28™ Avenue North (“the subject property”) on behalf
of the owner, Ltd. Family Trust, LLC. Following designation, Mr. Sanchez plans to rehabilitate the
subject property and repurpose it for use as a single-family residence with a semi-attached
garage apartment. The rehabilitation and new construction will be required to receive Certificate
of Appropriateness (COA) approval for any exterior alterations or repairs, in addition to relevant
Building and Zoning requirements. The applicant also plans to utilize the Ad Valorem Tax
Exemption for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties.

With the permission of the Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association, the applicant is using the
narratives prepared for the 2018 application, which are also attached in Appendix A. Following
an analysis of the subject property, its contextual history, and extant conditions, staff concurs
with the submitted application that the subject property is eligible for inclusion in the St.
Petersburg Register of Historic Places as a local historic landmark.

STAFF FINDINGS

In St. Petersburg, eligibility for the local Register of Historic Places is based on evaluations of age,
context, and integrity under a two-part test as found in Section 16.30.070.2.5(D) of the City Code.
Historic documentation demonstrates that the subject property was built beginning in 1928 and
opened in 1929, approximately 90 years ago, surpassing the minimum required age of 50.

Further, staff concurs with the original application’s evaluation of the subject property’s historic
significance, which recommends listing under Criteria A, E, and F. Staff recommends listing under
the Areas of Significance of Architecture, Community Planning and Development, and Religion.

Staff recommends listing the subject property with a Period of Significance of 1928 through 1935.
Six of seven factors are met overall.

Historic Significance and Satisfaction of Eligibility Criteria

The first portion of the two-part test to determine eligibility for the St. Petersburg Register of
Historic Places examines a resource’s historic significance with relation to nine criteria. One or
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more of these criteria must be met in order for a property to qualify for designation as an
individual landmark or district to be placed in the St. Petersburg Register. The nine criteria are
based on the National Park Service’s criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places,
and are designed to assess resources’ importance in a given historic context with objectivity and
comprehensiveness. In the case of Grace Lutheran Church, staff has determined that the
property satisfies the St. Petersburg Register criteria as follows.

Is at least one of the following criteria for eligibility met?
A B C D E F G H
Yes - - - Yes Yes - - -

A) Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the city, state, or
nation.

As discussed within the application’s narratives and corresponding backup information, the
subject property was constructed beginning in 1928 as Grace Lutheran Church by a group of
worshippers who initially met for services in a nearby Masonic temple. Within a year of the
organization’s establishment, they had garnered enough interest among both residents and
visiting tourists that they were able to begin raising funds to build a permanent structure. Early
services in the congregation’s new home were offered in both English and German “for the
benefit of the large number of winter visitors and local residents who have been attending the
bi-monthly German Services at the Grace Lutheran Church.” It was also noted that, although
construction began in the summer of 1928, the laying of the church’s cornerstone and associated
celebration were delayed until the following winter in order to accommodate the large number
of worshippers who were seasonal winter residents.! The building serves as a physical reminder
of the growing community and the belief system and cultural background shared by many early
occupants, both permanent and temporary or seasonal.

E) Its value as a building is recognized for the quality of its architecture, and it retains sufficient
elements showing its architectural significance.

The subject property was constructed by M.B. Welch, whose contribution to the pre-War
architectural palette of St. Petersburg is visible throughout the city’s 1920s-era neighborhoods,
perhaps most notably in North Shore Section — Welch’s Mediterranean Row Local Historic
District, an intact collection of ten of his homes within the North Shore National Register Historic
District. The church’s architecture reflects a Spanish Mission Revival influence and was noted for
its pleasant design shortly after construction. The original sanctuary, constructed in 1928-1929,
has been preserved despite the removal of several additions constructed outside of the proposed
Period of Significance, thus maintaining the association of architectural significance.

1 “Grace Lutheran Church Lays Cornerstone with Sacred Ceremonies,” St. Petersburg Times. January 20, 1929.
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F) It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period,
method of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

As noted, the subject property was constructed in the Mission Revival style, which is noted for
its stucco exteriors generally lacking much strong articulation, grouped, arched windows, and
clay barrel tile roofs. The subject property demonstrates these features (at present, though, the
clay barrel tile roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles) with a simple and carefully-organized
arrangement. The front-gabled form, atop which a highly visible ornamental bell tower rests,
gives the fagade a humble but charming appearance. At the side elevations, evenly-spaced
buttresses break down the visual size of the relatively large-scaled building and allow it to appear
unassuming enough to sit comfortably within the surrounding residential neighborhood. It is not
surprising that historic descriptions of the building so commonly include the words “pleasant” or
“pleasing,” due to the steady rhythm which unites its elements.

Historic Integrity

Under the second part of the two-part assessment of eligibility for designation as a historic
landmark, staff finds that the subject property retains integrity in six of seven given criteria,
surpassing the requirement of one or more. As discussed below, several factors show slightly
diminished integrity but remain present to an extent that the subject property can appropriately
convey its historic significance.

It is relevant to note that the proposed Period of Significance for this designation spans from
1928, when construction began, to 1935, just before City property records indicate that the
original sanctuary’s historic footprint began to be altered through the construction of a series of
additions. These additions have since been removed, and the applicant’s aim in the pursuit of
designation is to restore the building’s original exterior and rehabilitate only the 1928-1929
building.

Is at least one of the following factors of integrity met?
Location Design Setting Materials | Workmanship | Feeling* | Association*
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
*Must be present in addition to at least one other factor.

Location
The subject property remains in its historic location.

Design

The additions that have been removed since the subject property was deconsecrated as a church
include a recreation hall, kitchen, and classroom space that had been appended to the north
(rear) and west (left) elevations. City property cards, included in the application, indicate that
these additions were constructed at various points as space was needed by the congregation of
Grace Lutheran Church.
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Limiting the Period of Significance to 1928-1935 captures the original sanctuary’s construction,
but not its later expansion. As such, the subject property retains its original historic design as
built within the proposed Period of Significance.

Setting

The subject property is located within a neighborhood of primarily single-family residential
buildings with a largely traditional layout of narrow lots along neatly-gridded streets. Despite
some degree of newer construction in the vicinity, the setting remains intact.

Materials and Workmanship

The material integrity has been somewhat diminished by the replacement of the original clay
barrel tile roof cladding with composition shingles and the mid-twentieth century construction
and later removal of the western addition. Overall, however, the building’s historic material
composition, most notably its stucco exterior and arched stained-glass windows, remain visible.
They additionally serve to reference the historic workmanship inherent in the subject property.

Feeling

The subject property’s historic feeling remains quite visible, perhaps most notably conveyed by
the symmetrical and substantial fagade.

Association

The subject property has been deconsecrated as a church and therefore is no longer associated
with its historic use.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

Narrative Description

A description and photographs of the subject property have been included in the designation
application (Appendix A). The subject property is largely defined by its Mission Revival style. It
features a deep and narrow rectangular footprint with a front-gabled roof topped with an
ornamental bell tower and rood. The south facade and its centered entrance are enhanced by a
slightly projecting portal with an arched recess that surrounds the dual-action wooden doors.
These doors are half-glazed and appear to be replacements. A tripartite arched window is
centered above the entrance.

The east and west side elevations are each divided into six roughly equal bays by simple
buttresses. Moving from the facade toward the rear of the building, the first bay on the right side
(east elevation) is blind; the remaining five bays feature arched stained-glass windows. Plexiglass
storm windows are present. The rear elevation has been altered following the removal of an
addition.
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Figure 1: Facade and west elevation, revealing Figure 2: Fagade of subject property
location of removed addition

Figure 3: Facade and east elevation Figure 4: East elevation

Figure 5: Rear elevation, showing location of Figure 6: Rear and west elevations
removed addition
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Historical Context

The application contains historical context and developmental background of the subject
property.

Primary Character-Defining Features

e Rectangular footprint with projecting portal at front entrance;
e Stucco exterior;

e Ornamental bell tower and rood;

e Evenly-spaced buttresses at side elevations;

e Arched, stained-glass windows.

PROPERTY OWNER CONSENT AND IMPACT OF DESIGNATION

The proposed local landmark designation was submitted and is supported by the subject
property’s owner.

The benefits of designation include increased heritage tourism through the maintenance of the
historic character and significance of the city, some relief from the requirements of the Florida
Building Code and FEMA regulations, and tax incentives, such as the local ad valorem tax
exemption and federal tax credit for qualified rehabilitation projects. The owner intends to take
advantage of the ad valorem tax exemption for the building’s rehabilitation and reuse as a
residence.

CONSISTENCY WITH ST. PETERSBURG’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, EXISTING LAND USE PLAN, AND
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

The proposed local historic landmark designation is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive
Plan, relating to the protection, use and adaptive reuse of historic buildings. The local landmark
designation will not affect the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) or zoning designations, nor will it
significantly constrain any existing or future plans for the development of the City. The proposed
landmark designation is consistent with the following objectives:

Objective LU10: The historic resources locally designated by the St. Petersburg City Council and
Community Planning and Preservation Commission (CPPC) shall be
incorporated onto the Land Use Map or map series at the time of original
adoption, or through the amendment process, and protected from
development and redevelopment activities consistent with the provisions of
the Historic Preservation Element and the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

Policy LU10.1: Decisions regarding the designation of historic resources shall be based on the
criteria and policies outlined in the Historic Preservation Ordinance and the
Historic Preservation Element of the Comprehensive Plan.

Policy HP2.3: The City shall provide technical assistance to applications for designation of
historic structures and districts.



CPPC Case No. 19-90300007

Page 7

Policy HP2.6: Decisions regarding the designation of historic resources shall be based on
National Register eligibility criteria and policies outlined in the Historic
Preservation Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan. The City will use the
following selection criteria [for city initiated landmark designations] as a
guideline for staff recommendations to the CPPC and City Council:

. National Register or DOE status

. Prominence/importance related to the City

. Prominence/importance related to the neighborhood
. Degree of threat to the landmark

J Condition of the landmark

J Degree of owner support

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the request to designate Grace Lutheran Church, located at 801
28™ Avenue North, as a local historic landmark, thereby referring the application to City Council
for first and second reading and public hearing.

REFERENCES

“Grace Lutheran Church Lays Cornerstone with Sacred Ceremonies,” St. Petersburg Times.
January 20, 1929.
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Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation (general
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Narrative Description

Materials

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property use conveying the
following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-historic man-made features; subdivision
design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present appearance; interior appearance;

8. NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY

Contributing Noncontributing

Buildings

Sites

Structures

Objects

Total

Resource Type

Contributing resources previously listed on
the National Register or Local Register

Number of multiple property listings
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9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Significance Areas of Significance
(mark ong or more boxes for the appropriate criteria) (see Attachment B for detailed list of categories)

Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or
archaeological heritage of the City, state, or
nation.

D Its location is the site of a significant local, state,
or national event.

It is identified with a person or persons who Period of Significance
significantly contributed to the development of the
City, state, or nation.

D It is identified as the work of a master builder,
designer, or architect whose work has influenced Significant Dates (date constructed & altered)
the development of the City, state, or nation.

“4¢&
Its value as a building is recognized for the quality /9
of its architecture, and it retains sufficient L
elements showing its architectural significance. Significant Person(s)

It bhas distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural style valuable for the study of a
period, method of construction, or use of
indigenous materials.

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period
D lts character is a geographically definable area .

possessing a significant concentration, or
continuity or sites, buildings, objects or structures
united in past events or aesthetically by plan or
physical development. Builder

7Its character is an established and geographically
definable neighborhood, united in culture,
architectural style or physical plan and .
development. Architect

D It has contributed, or is likely to contribute,
information important to the prehistory or history of
the City, state, or nation.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criterial and information on one or more continuation
sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder and architect, if known.)

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Significance
(mark one or more boxes for the appropriate criteria)

Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or
archaeological heritage of the City, state, or
nation.

D Its location is the site of a significant local, state,
or national event.

D It is identified with a person or persons who
significantly contributed to the development of the
City, state, or nation.

D It is identified as the work of a master builder,
designer, or architect whose work has influenced
the development of the City, state, or nation.

Its value as a building is recognized for the quality
of its architecture, and it retains sufficient
elements showing its architectural significance.

It has distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural style valuable for the study of a
period, method of construction, or use of
indigenous materials.

D Its character is a geographically definable area
possessing a significant concentration, or
continuity or sites, buildings, objects or structures
united in past events or aesthetically by plan or
physical development.

D Its character is an established and geographically

definable neighborhood, united in culture,
architectural style or physical plan and
development.

D It has contributed, or is likely to contribute,
information important to the prehistory or history of
the City, state, or nation.

Na ve Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance

(see Attachment B for detailed list of categories)
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Period of Significance
Rreh; fi L ¢
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Significant Person(s)

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period
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Builder

m.D, Welch
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Architect

(Explain the significance of the property asit relates to the above criterial and information on one or more continuation
sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder and architect, if known.)
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American Baptist Church
of the Beatitudes

2812-8th Street North



GENERAL GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

2812-8" Street North
ADDRESS

HISTORIC ADDRESS: 801- 28% Avenue North

HOUSE NAME: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

YEAR AND COUNTY BUILT: 1928, Pinellas County.

ARCHITECT: No architect has been found.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (SHORT): unknown

NEIGHBORHOOD: Crescent Heights
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Prudence Steele; Griffin  Rich-
creek as Peter Steele, and Robert
{ramp. Speclal
music has been arranged by Char-
lotte Pratt Weeks, director, in-
cluding a solo, “Fecar Ye Not, O
Isracl” (Dudley Buck), Dy Walter
Otto.

At both morning services, Dr.
Herrick B. Young, representalive
of Persin connecied with the
Florida Chain of Missionary = As-
semblics, ‘will speak on “Rebuild-
ing the Moslem World” He is
professor of literature at Alborz
collége, Teheran, Iran, and now
on leave in America. Music for
these services will Include organ
solos by Mrs. Wecks; anthem,
“Lord of All Being” (Andrews),
and quartet, “Soflly and Tender-
Iy (High). by Messrs Hay, Fd-
wards, Johns and Otto.

§T. PETER'S EPISCOPAL

A musical service will be held
Sunday evening at 7:45 o’cleck at'
St. Peler's Eplscopal church,
Fourth street north and Second
Chaplain E. A. Edwardsa
is rector of the church, and Ed-
win A. Leonhard, organist and
choir director.

The program will open with
Dunham’s “Meditatlon" as pre-
lude, nnd processional hymn,
“Love. Divine, All Loves Excel-
ling.! by Le Jeune. The balance
of the program follows:

. Anthem, “The Lord Is in His
Holy Temple" (Thayer).

Soprano_ solo, “Consider and
-Hear—Me . (Wooler),."- Margarat
Mellor Lowry..

Anthem, "Rejoice Yo With Je-
rusalem™ (Page).

Barllone solo, “How Beautlful
Upon the Mountaing” (Harker), J.
Gaordon Osterhout.

Organ voluntary, “Melody in A-
fInt" (Stojowskl).

Tenor snlo, “Hear My Cry., O
Lord"” (Wooler),” W. M. Willlams.

Hymn, “Jesus. My Lord, My
God, My All” (Barnby),

Offertory anthem, “Thine1s the
Greatness” (Galbralth).

Cantralto soln, “But the Lord Ir
Mindrul of His Own.” from orato-

O EVANGELICAL L

Eight Years

By LILLIAN BLACKSTONE

Observance of the cighth anni-
versary of Graee Evangelieal
Luthcran church Sunday recalls
a day ecarly in September, 1027,
when a group of Lutherans met
I the old Presldents’ union room
in the city hall to lay foundations
for what todny 18 a thriving
church.

Al that time the Rev, R, C.
Slteinbach, present pastor of the
church, was making n survey to
see if n mission of the Florida
syhod _could nol be established
here Early services were held at
the Masonic temple and: visitors
beeame so inlerested they ar-
ganlzed a 1nurist suciety and pre-
sented playicts and nther enter-
tainments in order to build up
sufficient funds for a church,

The mission group became
known as the English Lutheran
church but when the church was
incorporated May 15, 1028, mem-
bers changed the name to Grace
Lulheran church. The name)
“Grace” was sgelected In order lo
cmphasize the doctrinal hasls of
salvation ‘obtained by grace
through faith in._ Christ, and to
distinguish It from the trend of
unfonism, modernism and general
denial of_the_bas|c - doctrines—of-
thé church. * .- : -

With enthusiasm everything s
possible, so” within n short tlme
the group of worshipera purchased
twao lots, radsed sufficient funds ta
build, and broke ground In July,
1028. The faollowing Dercember
the cornerstone was Inid, and in
February, 1020, Just clght years
ago, the cliurch waa decientod.

Grace Lutheran church, 801
Twenty-cighth avenue north, 'is
consldered _one of the most at-
{ractive edifices In St. DPeters-
burg. It Is of Spanish mission

fype orchitecture and wan con-

: UTHERAN ORURCH — Grace 'Evangelical - [ B
Twenty-eighth ‘avenue north, will observe its elghth anniversary Sunday, 1t is one of the pretiiest
churches in St. Petersburg, with Jts Spanish mission type architecturnl design and pleasing colors,
The Rev. R. C. Steinbach is pastor,

°

Grace Lutheran Dedicated

heran. church, 801

oo This Month

with exterlor of buff-colored
stucco, Inslde, the woodwork and
cxposed rafters are of antique
pray, and the walls of white ce-
ment. There is a balcany over-
Jooking the nuditorium, and the
windows are of amber-colored
ginss, The altar, pulpit,” benches
and pews were made in St
Petersburg, and there are accom-
madations for more than 200 wor-
shipers,

The church anldiforium is sepa-
rated from  the Sunday  school
wing by doors which may be
apened wide, thus canverting al-
most the entire church into ane
huge room. There s a pastor's
study, parlors and kitehen, thus
making a very tomplete church
for both pastor and ‘workers,
The Rev. R. C. Steinbach has
heen pastor of the church sincé
the beginning and in that time
has had the gratification of sce-
ing the membership inerease and

ANHOUNCING

Ro-establishment tl'u-ough.
train se'r'\dco_

.ST. PETERSBURG

to

Cincinnati
Chicago

ot

on's cholr hi

5 ’»‘l\d Mbw, S‘&‘l‘nﬁ
wilo of the pastor, Is organist,

.Tho church Is the only Lutheran
Kroup in the city Identificd with
the Missour synod.. The, pastor Is
a graduate of Concordia’institute,
,nrmuvlllm N. Y., and Concordia
l'hcnloglcnl‘scmlnnry, Springlicld,

L.~ Prior 1o coming here he was
supply. pastor in Lnkeland and
sceretnry of the Florida confer-

‘_ ence of the Missauri synod.
He and is family llve at 710

Twenty-eighth avenue 'nérth, *
———————

GRI\GE- LUTHERAN »
The cighth annlversary  of
4Grace Lutheran church, 801

Twomy-elghth_ avenue north, will

be colebrated . Sunday with the
pastor, the Rev. R, C. Steinbach,
n'renchlng in the morning at 10:30
qclns‘k on “Oyr Efghth Anniver-
sary.” | Specinl music will be fur-
nishéd by Miss Bentrice Dyke,
soprano, who will sing Little's
“How Benufiful Are Thy Dwell-
nus.". The enlire Sunday school
will sing the anthem, "Come Join
in Our Festival Song."
In the evening at 7:45 o'clock
the pastor will preach on “Living
for Him Who Died Freely for
Me" Tuesdny evaning n birthday
party will be held at the church
at 8 o'clock In celebrate the an-
niversary In a soclal way,

UNITY
“How to Know and Know That
tapic of Dr. J. W. Young Sunday

church, 846 Fifth avenue south.
Music is In charge of Mrs., Euge-

be Mrs. Elwood Groshéck.

’
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ROBISON'S CAMERA SHOP

You Know" will be the sermon|

morning at 11 o'clock at the Unity ||

nia Cintura ‘and the soloist will] -
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CHURCH OF THE NA
The ~Rev. M P
evz,llngeuli u{pmm
will be guest's)
ning at 7:30 o’gl?ék at’lt
of the Nazarene, 92t Ni
north. There will be &
ion service at 10:30
charge oA mr:,gv.,w.
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American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes

Where the location of the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes is now located actually began as a
church with a different name. In 1928 the Grace Evangelist Lutheran Church is built on two lots and opens

during1929 for secvices. Its location is listed as “the NW corner of 28" Ave and 8" Street North” within the

subdivision of Florida Heights. The newspaper article on the preceding page describes its onigin and
founders, as well as its architecture and deems it "one of St. Petersburg’s most attractive edifices”

‘Lﬁ 4 = 121%?/49 -ammﬁ

.M.Hancock - 2-closets I-sink
p-1avatories .

covmw:ron

| CERTIMCATE NG, ESD:! m

IBSUED TO~

cock -~ Z-gly
i

-

] for

sets 2-lavatories l-drinling
fountain W Teaks
{38688 - B/3/64- E.d.Leaks

¢ 3
aAg = ;3%%48 = ﬁmmo
Y + 0race eren ChUroh =lessremurse 5 {12 ol 1/28 |

-g-;-%'}g’ygg.:ﬁb church for owntr

Qay Plbg, -1-drinking fountal]
ry

}rh 3

W"“E‘MW
jrocrunes 1 _Eange 3

o e
- - -l .gf-v','-—u-—-m Ll

SEPTICTANK FRR. NO.
— ——

CRATIFICATE No.

e = B S ‘L’éﬁ"

owWNER
CONTRACTOR
O. K. DATE

Ray nove meter

ML il L S A prcamtth s

During 1933 its address is listed as 801-28 Ave. North. In 1954 a nursery is added and in 1957 various
improvements are made, although in 1960 the Grace Evangelist Church closes.
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#59420-12/1,/50-Grace Luthern Ch.,’
8t. Pate Htg. & A/C - 50,000 BTU.
Coleman in -&ssembly roow ~ 55 .gal.:
drum on stand - Tholman
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'#33157;.11 "8/22/57 -

Owner Orase Iitheran Clmrch = Roof
, ever patio (10! x 20')(Type V)

#85,97A-R2 - L/2L/63 - $1100
Owner CGrance Imtheran Church -

- L./ tmm
' mnm;lgﬁggf‘a!(ﬂ% fn ﬁ sting At dkon - e A Hb 1-d1lb check vacuum breaker (GL/tmm}
. Visy Baofing, Comtractar™'. . (&) 3/h-up
| #B-2582-R3 - 6/26/67 - $850° (OVER OVER)
! Owner American Baptist Church - | INSTALLATION 648

! Brect Bapti?:;i addition to exist-
i ing Church Owner
| B/A - B/18/72 - Grant:ly - to
;. & Nursery SBchoel for 2 ysars.
Special Exception.
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tion of Bay Care Center for 2 year
@#3) -

(OVER OVER)

=1c 3p
099895 - 2/3/66 American B.Ch.
Brinson Elec. - 28w 2p l-bullatin
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Lxeliable Fire Equipmnt., in-
atall. fire propection in -
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Sea/

#G597A - 1/22/73 - American Baptit
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Replace l-wall heater Nat Gas
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shut off for fire system - YIW
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On Sunday February 26™ 1961 the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes opened. “Beatitudes”

meaning blessings of God. Additional various improvements are made over the next several years.

'j?'-?:_<.v B 4%
i BUILDING

. $40466-R3 - 5/14/76 - $2400
Owner. Church of the Beatitudes -Re~
place 14 st casement windows with s.h.

i oS

aluminum- replace two split 5' concrete #E3463J-7/31/84~ Americen Baptist

lintols with poured in place with six
#5 (Type V) David M Slater Const,,
Contr (2812 - 8 St NWe)

#68740-R8 26,
75- 12/26/79- $5800

Beroof church- remove gravel roof

install new 5 gravel roof with
new fla metal Alfa Roof

)
Repairs, Contr N
mwz—ﬁs—?s-a%;zsu-sﬁs'f‘b)oo.oo
Owner American Bap;tist Ch.-
new lobby w/decorative masonry
wall 19'8"x30'4" (relocate 2 w.
C.y 1 new w.c.)(Bype V) EKrebs

Constr. Co.,0ontr. (JK/mb)
Check Iist 184

f1142- C.0. APPROVED 7/17/84

B [ TR

. e : gL

American Baptist Church (Murphy)) 8 St No) (gl/tmm)
end ;

e Py on

ELECTRICAL ) & Be "'-g‘ e .;}
#E25013~ 4/27/84~ Americen Baptist 4 5@%\?"&&4 %‘
Church of Beatitudes- Ed's Elec- gen S RN

5.”"*‘!-, F g
light recept 3-cir- 2-bath fans- totsl R B
3-cir (2812~ 8 St No) 3
Church of the Beatitudes- C L Day
Elect Contr= Add 5 exist lights
connect all exit lites to discomnect

ahead of .main bldg disconnect(2812-
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In 1978 the address is changed and recorded as 2812-8™ Street North.

The church imbraces a Multi-Cultural inclusion. The congregation's ethnic diversity includes Euro-
Americans, Hispanics, Afro-Americans, Indonesians and Native American. The Church of the Beatitudes
continues to develop worship experiences to meet the varied needs of the congregation. Our Sunday worship

experience offers two services in English and one in Spanish.

The family outreach and commitment is to serve grandparents, parents, singles, youth and children. The
church's beginnings were rooted in a strong relationship with The Palms Retirement Community. That
commitment to the senior community continues today throughout the neighborhood. Involvement with the
neighborhood includes providing the local voting poll location, Crescent Heights Neighborhood Asscioation
meetings, various food drives and clean up projects are assisted with. At the same time, the church has
purchased a new playground and has built Skate ramps for the children and youth. Our Christian education

program involves all generations at the same time.



Philip Miller-Evans, Pastor
City Directory, 1927-2000

St. Petersburg City Library archived microfilm, St. Petersburg Times Saturday February 6%, 1937
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1 corporation existing under the laws oflhe

State of Florids Gransor sod ChaH&s-C. Sims and Aanette Sims, busband and
wife, whose post officeftidress is: @,
P.0. Box 7220 FL 33734, Grantee,

antgr, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten and No/100 Dollars ($10.00 ), to it in hand

pudbylbenidﬁmm, acknowledged, bas granted, bargained and sold to the said Grantee forever, the

Lot 88, FLORIDA HEIGHTS, a Ivlllon ] ing to the plat thereof recorded at Plat Book 4, Page 51,
in the Public Records of Pineiias Conty.

Subject to taxes for the year, eovemm, restrictions and casements of record, if any.

Parcel Identification Number: 07-31-17-28332-080-088¢

ol .,’".'*.‘x”
And the said Grantor does hereby fully wary o th title (0 d land, and will defend the same against the lawful claims of all
persons whomsoever.
In Witness Whereof, the said Grantorias caused this i to be executed in its nams by its duly authorized officer

and caused its corporate seal to be affixed the day and yéar first sbove Written.
%t Church of the Beatitudes

Signed and Sealed in Our Presence:

and Louise Baxter,
State of Florida.

Prepared by:
Aimee M. Gordon, an employee of
Sun Title Insurance Agency, Inc.,
3179 4th Street North

‘ St. Petersburg, Florida 33704

File Number: 1211611

Florida Corporate Desd/Letter
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asm h Street Notth
st Flatida 33704-2007
Phone 121-822-T178

To Whom ltMayConoem A -"_‘;. .-_..:,':.'aw .

0n]my29.2012.the of the American Baptist Church of the
nmmmmmm%mmmkofmzmmmm St. Petersbutg, Flotida.
Astqmtdbyﬁcﬂyhmd&:&uﬁfnmfo:&cmhdhmmmm
in advance snd s quotum of 25 tofthemdnbenhpmpmt. At the mecting,
thcfoﬂowmgmhonmlppnﬁ.

I'hemnmﬁmof&eﬁgmmmp Church of the Beatitudes spproves the

uleofﬂnepmputyswz&kAmN mown as the Church House.

On February 24, mlz&eTtﬁmmedﬁo&et&omAmmdehnﬂuSm
to purchase the Church House. On&hqugﬁbiz,nﬁerdneddﬂnnuon,them
mehoﬁu&m&eﬁmgufﬁ&mudbyﬁcmm In this vote,
ChnduSimn,whont:us\moftheChndb-bmﬁiﬂ.‘-Theﬁmaho i
Bdeomg,ModedlmBuiu,Vmﬂodmm;ignthepmrhzmm
and to sign for the Church at closing, _ ,
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. : Yo '&_.‘_ﬁg{mi TRIS INDENTURE made the 9th day of .March- A.D. 1977 by The American

l. e Ya e

. n ! ﬂ- 'e/ b Baptist Home Mission Society, a New York Corporation, hereinafter called the grantor,
to AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH OF THE BEATITUDES OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, INC., whode
post office address is 2812 Eighth Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33704, '-] .
hereinafter called the grantee:

WITNESSETH: That the grantor, for and in consideration of the sum of $1.00
and other veluable considerations, receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hereby
grants, bargains, sells, aliens, remises, releases and transfers unto the grantee,
all that certain land situate in Pinellas County, Florida, viz:

WILLIAMS
33733

Lots 60, 61, 86 and 87, Florida Heigftd /7317/3 =
according to plat thereof recorded in b
plat book 4, page 52, Public Records of te
Pinellas County, Florida,

Provided however, and this conveyance is made subject to and upon the express con-
ditions that, First: In case fellowship is withdrawn from the grantee by THE

AMERICAN BAFTIST HO4E MISSION SOCIETY, or the American Baptist Churches in the USA
or the grantee withdraws from fellowship with said Soclety or the American Baptist

Churches in the USA or ceases to contribute to the work of the American Baptist

Churches in the USA; or Second: In case the present church building, occupied by

I. W. Williams, Esquire of

St. Petersburg, Florida

the grantee herein, located at St. Petersburg, Floridea, shall be used for any other
purpose than the grantee's place of public worship in accordance with the principles

of the. American Baptist Churches in the USA; or Third: In case the grantee shall fail

to hold upon such premises such regular weekly religious services for the promulgation

.0. Box 13517,

of the Baptist faith as are customarily held by Baptist churches, subject, however,
to temporary suspensions thereof because of public calamity, fire or any similar

emergency; then and in the above events, the title to said properties shall revert

Prepared By and Return to:

& MILTON, P

to and vest in the said THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY, end :i.g agg?s’k;o!‘s
V. - m
= 3¢ T

assigns.

3

[N At

e

TOGETHER with all the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances
belonging or in anywise appertaining,

W SED
et 1@
i Ly Y

1

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, the same is fee simple forever.
IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the sald perty of the first part has caused these presents

to be signed in its name by its proper officers, and its corporate seal to be affixad,

attested by its Secretary, fhe day and year above, writfen. .

Attest: : THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSICH SOGIETY
Secre ) '

. T ol : = ﬂ
(Corporate Sesl) By: j’ '4*.2«.5__‘*__ g . J'-Vo\&\"

/ - Treasurer
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From Worldwide Faith News <wfn@jigc.org>
Date Thu, 17 Apr 2003 13:26:05 -0700

Ministries, Dies

Bmerican Baptist News Service (Valley Forge, Pa. 4/17/03)--Matthew
Giuffrida, a longtime leader in refugee resettlement and interfaith work for

Bmerican Baptist National Ministries, died yesterday in St. Petersburg, Fla.
He was 77.

Giuffrida, who served as director of National Ministries' Direct Human
Services program and was a commissioned American Baptist home missionary,
retired in 1993 after 38 years of service.

Beginning in 1959 Giuffrida directed National Ministries' Office of Refugee
and Immigration Services. Under his guidance the denomination's refugee
program over the years led all Protestant denominations cooperating with
Church World Service's refugee resettlement office.

As of December 2002, the number of refugees resettled by American Baptists
since the end of World War II was 89,223.

In addition to Giuffrida's work with refugee resettlement, he represented
American Baptists in interfaith arenas; worked to establish options for
American Baptists seeking alternative military service; coordinated the
denomination's home mission volunteer program; and administered American
Baptist National Disaster Response funds in the U.S. and Puerto Rico.

At the time of his retirement Giuffrida chaired the Church World Service
Immigration and Refugee Program Committee and the Christian-Jewish Relations
Committee of the National Council of Churches, as well as the World Council
of Churches' U.S. Ecumenical Resource Sharing Committee. He also had served
as a member of the Board of Heifer Project International

Following service in the U.S. Combat Engineers in World War II, Giuffrida
studied international relations at Clark University in Worcester, Mass. Upon
receiving his bachelor of arts degree, he joined the staff of the Woman's
American Baptist Home Mission Society (now part of National Ministries) as
field representative of the refugee program.

Commenting on Giuffrida's contributions to American Baptist life, National
Ministries Executive Director Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III said,
"Matthew Giuffrida served as an American Baptist home missionary with
passion and compassion for those forced to flee home and homeland. The
remarkable refugee resettlement ministry of our denomination can be traced
directly to his tireless efforts to provide a safe haven and hope for those
who had lost all hope. If anyone can be called a "Baptist Saint," it is
Matthew Giuffrida. We will honor his life by continuing the legacy he has
given us."

A memorial service will be held May 10 at 1 p.m. at The American Baptist
Church of the Beatitudes, 2812 8th Street, N., St. Petersburg, Fla.
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Narrative

Introduction

The residents of Crescent Heights Neighborhood often gather for various social events.
Occasionally, conversation will turn to how fortunate they are to be living in such a great
neighborhood and city. The conversation will sometimes reflect back to the initial pioneers and
settlers that came after. Their sacrifices and efforts coping with the hardships of weather,
health, and no modern conveniences as they forged a community and neighborhood are
marveled at. It is with respect to the character, integrity and dreams of the original owners
especially and subsequent owners that proceeded that the effort is being made to designate
the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes as a Local Designated Historical Landmark.

Boundary Description

The American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes is located on the NW corner of 28th Avenue and
8th Street North. The property is within the St. Petersburg, Fl. Florida Heights subdivision
listing to lots 60, 61, 86, and 87. Parcel #07/31/17/28322/000/0600. Recorded in the Pinellas
County Platt Book 4 page 52. The block and surrounding area is mostly of 1920's-50's intact
residential homes consisting of a wide range of architectural styles. Please note that it is only

the church sanctuary indicated by lot 86 that is being applied for historical landmark
designation. The lotis 50' X 127' (please see the aerial map on the next page).

Physical Description

The Florida Heights subdivision is one of the higher elevations in Pinellas county at
approximately 48' above sea level (please see the topographic map on the following page). It
is mostly a sandy soil that drains well to the east towards Coffee Pot Bayou. Typical surveyed
lots are of 50' X 127'. Streets and alleys were granted for public use, with a 3’ easement on
each side of an alley for utilities. There is a mix of Hexagonal block and formed continuous
concrete sidewalks. The streets and alleyways are brick, and granite curbing was included
which was typical of the subdivisions in which is now known as the Crescent Heights
Neighborhood area and throughout the city at that time. The avenues are of Augusta brick with
the alley ways being asphalt paving. Mostly oak, sweet gum, maple, and magnolia trees with
some tropical palms are prominent throughout the neighborhood.



The line drawn around the church structure is what is intended for local historic
designation.
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The area highlighted designates the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes
2812- 8th Street North.




Property Description
2812-8th Street North

The Grace Evangelic Lutheran Church broke ground during July 1928. The property card
indicates that M.B. Welsh, Inc. was the contractor. The structure is an example of Spanish
Mission style type of architecture. It is a 2-story structure consisting of hollow tile cement with
the exterior being a buff-colored rough texture stucco. There are stained leaded glass windows
at the front, east and west sides. The interior is of a high vaulted ceiling with exposed wooden
beam rafters. The interior walls are white concrete. There is a balcony that overlooks the
auditorium. The alter, pulpit, benches, and pews were made in St. Petersburg. The St.
Petersburg Times newspaper on Saturday February 6, 1937 includes an article describing the
church as being considered as one of the most attractive edifices in St. Petersburg. During 1933
the address is listed as 801- 28th Avenue North. During 1954 a nursery is added.

Statement of Significance
History

In 1842 the Governor of Florida with the congress declared it open to homesteaders with the
“Armed Occupation Act”. By 1860-1880 many speculators and land developers began to
acquire large holdings throughout Fiorida. Notably on the lower peninsula of then,
Hillsborough county, was Abel Miranda, John C. Williams, Disston Land Co., William H. Wright,
Catherine E. Perry, Charles T. Russell, David Griner, Orange Belt Investment Co. and the Lake
Butler Villa Co. (which was a subsidiary of the Disston Land Co.) to name just a few of those that
are recorded. Please refer to the map of landowners during 1849-1892 seen on page 2, section
18. Note that during the period of 1878 Charles W. Meeker is the landowner of what is now
platted as Florida Heights in Pinellas County, St. Petersburg, Fl. These early pioneers bought,
sold, and traded land tracts often due to various events. The Civil War, hurricanes and
speculation as to if and where the Orange Belt railroad was to be built contributed to these
events. Many tracts were inherited by their descendents and often sub divided and sold during
several land booms. About 1905 and through to about 1925 two such land booms had taken
place. Although, at the time, the area around what is now known as the Crescent Heights
Neighborhood was primarily used for citrus groves and some cattle ranching.

The platted area of Florida Heights was designated in 1917 and was bordered by John's Pass
Road to the north (now named as 30th Avenue North), Sewanee avenue to the south (now
named as 28th Avenue North), 7th Street North to the east, and Euclid Blvd. to the west (now

named Martin Luther King Blvd). Please see the original Florida Heights platted map on the
following page.



American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes

2812-8th Street North St. Petersburg, Fl. 33704

Located on the NW corner of 28th Avenue and 8th Street North in the subdivision
of Florida Heights and consist of Lots 60, 61,86 & 87.

Parcel # 07/31/17/28332/000/0600.

= Google Exth Pro - 8 X
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Sanborn Map 1923
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As seen in the Sanborn map the Florida Heights subdivision had only a few homes in 1923.
The surveyed lots measured mostly 50 x 127. Streets and alleys were granted for public use,
with a 3’ easement on each side of an alley for utilities. Hexagonal blocks formed the
sidewalks, the streets and alleyways were brick, and granite curbing was included which was
typical of the subdivisions in which is now known as the Crescent Heights Neighborhood area
and throughout the city at that time.

By 1927 a group of Lutherans met in the old presidents union room in city hall to make plans for
the building of a church. Temporarily, services were conducted at the Masonic Temple by the
Reverend R.C. Steinbach. On May the 28th the group became incorporated and was named as
the Grace Lutheran Church. Two lots were purchased in the Florida Heights subdivision at the
NW corner of 8th Street and 28th Avenue North and broke ground for construction on July



28th, 1928. In February of 1929 the church was dedicated as The Grace Evangelic Lutheran
Church. lt's address being 801- 28th Avenue North.

Over the next few decades there were two more land booms resulting with more homes being
built in the surrounding subdivisions. Most of the homes in the surrounding area are of the
1920’s- 1950’s era. The subdivisions built primarily residential homes for the winter tourist
with the earlier homes being of various styles. Some have garage apts. Some were built larger
for retired, wealthy folks. By 1960 the Grace Lutheran Church closed. On Sunday February 26"
1961 the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes opened. In 1978 the address is changed
and recorded as 2812-8" Street North. It has continued to operate up until to current times.
Although, it is currently under contract for sale and is scheduled to close by April the 1st, 2018.
Currently more larger and modern homes are being built in the area subdivisions.

Significance

Architecture

The church has the distinguishing characteristics of an Spanish Mission architectural style
valuable for the study of a period, method or construction of use of indigenous

materials. Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the city
and state. It is one of a very few remaining church's of this style in a time when many churches
are closing and being demolished. Its character is an icon defining the neighborhood's heritage
during a period in time in which the surrounding area developed into the now established
neighborhood of Crescent Heights with homes of a similar era. During May 1996 an
architectural / historical survey of the Crescent Heights neighborhood was completed by
Stevenson Architects, INC. The data was entered into a Florida Site File (FSF). In their opinion
many structures, including the church were potential for inclusion into the National Register of
Historic Places.

References:

1) Arsenault, Ray, “St.Petersburg and The Florida Dream” page 31
2) Fuller, Walter, “St.Petersburg and It’s People” page 84
3) Fuller, Walter, “St.Petersburg and It’s People” page 84

4) Arsenault, Ray, “St.Petersburg and The Florida Dream” page 137



5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Arsenault, Ray, “St. Petersburg and The Florida Dream”  page 137

Grismers, Karl, “The Story of St.Petersburg” page 225

St.Petersburg’s Municipal Services Building 7" floor, Engineering
St. Petersburg Times Newspaper article February 6th 1937

Pinellas County Property Appraiser

Stevenson Architects, Inc. Architectural / Historic Survey May 1996
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cated bDelween 25ih and 26th streets, amd Fifth
and Sixih avenues south.

Mr, Welch now han under constructinn s larga
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CPPC Case No. 19-90300007

Appendix B
Maps of Subject Property
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CPPC Case No. 19-90300007

Appendix C

Plans for Church Rehabilitation and Residential Reuse

Note: The attached plans were submitted to the City’s Development Services Department and
are in the process of being reviewed. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) review will be
required of any exterior alterations or repairs made to the subject property following
designation as a local historic landmark.
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Laura Duvekot

From: jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 3:50 PM

To: Laura Duvekot

Cc: Kelly K. Perkins; Derek Kilborn

Subject: Re: 801 28th - Demo permit

Attachments: 801 28th Ave N - local Landmark designation 6-17-19.pdf; 01 1st Floor Plan.pdf -

Church Presentation.pdf; 02 2nd Floor Plan.pdf - church presentation.pdf; 04 Side
Elevations.pdf - church presentation.pdf; 03 Front & Rear Elevations.pdf - church
presentation.pdf; 05 Site Plan.pdf - church presentation.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Laura,

Please see attached, designation app, demo plans, and proposed architectural plans for a single family residence
conversion. | have filled it out best | can, some of the information | did not have or know how to answer, maybe some of
it is on the original app submitted by the neighborhood association? Please let me know if you have any questions or
need any additional information.

Thanks Laura

Jason Sanchez
Bluewater Builders St Pete LLC

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 4:58 PM jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com> wrote:
Awesome, thank you Laura

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 3:54 PM Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org> wrote:

Good afternoon Jason —

The local landmark designation application is attached. If designated, any exterior alterations or repairs would require
a Certificate of Appropriateness, which is what that application is for. Let me know if there is anything | can do to help.
Many thanks!

Best regards,

Laura Duvekot

Historic Preservationist Il

City of St. Petersburg, Florida


mailto:Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org
mailto:jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com

727.892.5451

laura.duvekot@stpete.org

From: jason sanchez [mailto:jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2019 10:31 AM

To: Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org>

Subject: Re: 801 28th - Demo permit

Laura, is the app | need to send you for the designation the Certificate of Appropriateness?

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 10:19 AM jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com> wrote:

Thanks Laura,

| plan on getting the app to you ASAP for the designation!!

Thanks again

Js

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 10:17 AM Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org> wrote:

Good morning Jason —

The demo permit was routed through historic, | believe because of the application that was submitted and then
withdrawn still being noted in the system in relationship to the parcel. Since the building is not a designated local
historic landmark and there is no active application to make it one, | noted in the system that no historic review is
required and forwarded the permit app along. I'm showing that there are other reviews and comments still pending.

Let me know if you have any other trouble with the historic flag. Have a fantastic day!

Best regards,


mailto:Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org
mailto:jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com
mailto:Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org
mailto:jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com
mailto:laura.duvekot@stpete.org

Laura Duvekot

Historic Preservationist Il
City of St. Petersburg, Florida
727.892.5451

laura.duvekot@stpete.org

From: jason sanchez [mailto:jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2019 10:07 AM

To: Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org>

Subject: 801 28th - Demo permit

Laura,
Hope all is well,

The permit for the selective demo is supposedly being held up in your Dept? Have you approved this? If not is there
an issue? We are eager to get started as the building permit will be approved this week for the modification of the
sanctuary. Can you please let me know at your earliest convenience

Thanks Laura

Jason sanchez

Your Sunshine City



mailto:Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org
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