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CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

URBAN PLANNING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 

STAFF REPORT 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR LISTING IN THE ST. PETERSBURG REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
For public hearing and recommendation to the City Council on September 10, 2019 beginning at 2:00 P.M., in the 

Auditorium of the Sunshine Center, 330 5th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 

According to Planning and Development Services Department records, no commission member resides or has a 
place of business within 2,000 feet of the subject property. All other possible conflicts should be declared upon the 

announcement of the item. 

AGENDA ITEM: CITY FILE NO.: 19-90300007 

REQUEST: Designation of Grace Lutheran Church as a landmark of the St. 
Petersburg Register of Historic Places 

ALTERNATIVE NAME: American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes 
OWNER: LTD Family Trust, LLC. 
AGENT: Jason Sanchez, Bluewater Builders St. Pete, LLC 
ADDRESS: 801 28th Avenue North 
PARCEL ID NO.: 07-31-17-28332-000-0860 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: FLORIDA HEIGHTS LOT 86 
ZONING: NT-2 
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OVERVIEW 

On February 16, 2018, application 18-90300002 was submitted for the designation of Grace 
Lutheran Church as a historic landmark by the Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association. At 
that time, the church building was in the process of being deconsecrated by the American Baptist 
Church of the Beatitudes and purchased by JMS Group Contracting, a private developer who 
intended to demolish the building and construct a total of four single-family residences on the 
property. 

On April 6, 2018, Jason Sanchez of JMS Group Contracting, Inc., the intended purchaser, 
submitted a letter of intent to the City stating that the church’s 1929 sanctuary would be 
preserved and designated as a local historic landmark following the demolition of several later 
additions. The Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association withdrew its designation application 
on April 13, 2018. 

On June 17, 2019, Mr. Sanchez submitted application 19-90300007 (Appendix A) to designate the 
1929 sanctuary portion of the church at 801 28th Avenue North (“the subject property”) on behalf 
of the owner, Ltd. Family Trust, LLC. Following designation, Mr. Sanchez plans to rehabilitate the 
subject property and repurpose it for use as a single-family residence with a semi-attached 
garage apartment. The rehabilitation and new construction will be required to receive Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) approval for any exterior alterations or repairs, in addition to relevant 
Building and Zoning requirements. The applicant also plans to utilize the Ad Valorem Tax 
Exemption for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties. 

With the permission of the Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association, the applicant is using the 
narratives prepared for the 2018 application, which are also attached in Appendix A. Following 
an analysis of the subject property, its contextual history, and extant conditions, staff concurs 
with the submitted application that the subject property is eligible for inclusion in the St. 
Petersburg Register of Historic Places as a local historic landmark. 

STAFF FINDINGS 

In St. Petersburg, eligibility for the local Register of Historic Places is based on evaluations of age, 
context, and integrity under a two-part test as found in Section 16.30.070.2.5(D) of the City Code. 
Historic documentation demonstrates that the subject property was built beginning in 1928 and 
opened in 1929, approximately 90 years ago, surpassing the minimum required age of 50. 

Further, staff concurs with the original application’s evaluation of the subject property’s historic 
significance, which recommends listing under Criteria A, E, and F. Staff recommends listing under 
the Areas of Significance of Architecture, Community Planning and Development, and Religion. 

Staff recommends listing the subject property with a Period of Significance of 1928 through 1935. 
Six of seven factors are met overall. 

Historic Significance and Satisfaction of Eligibility Criteria 

The first portion of the two-part test to determine eligibility for the St. Petersburg Register of 
Historic Places examines a resource’s historic significance with relation to nine criteria. One or 
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more of these criteria must be met in order for a property to qualify for designation as an 
individual landmark or district to be placed in the St. Petersburg Register. The nine criteria are 
based on the National Park Service’s criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, 
and are designed to assess resources’ importance in a given historic context with objectivity and 
comprehensiveness. In the case of Grace Lutheran Church, staff has determined that the 
property satisfies the St. Petersburg Register criteria as follows. 

Is at least one of the following criteria for eligibility met? 
A B C D E F G H I 

Yes - - - Yes Yes - - -

A) Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the city, state, or 
nation. 

As discussed within the application’s narratives and corresponding backup information, the 
subject property was constructed beginning in 1928 as Grace Lutheran Church by a group of 
worshippers who initially met for services in a nearby Masonic temple. Within a year of the 
organization’s establishment, they had garnered enough interest among both residents and 
visiting tourists that they were able to begin raising funds to build a permanent structure. Early 
services in the congregation’s new home were offered in both English and German “for the 
benefit of the large number of winter visitors and local residents who have been attending the 
bi-monthly German Services at the Grace Lutheran Church.” It was also noted that, although 
construction began in the summer of 1928, the laying of the church’s cornerstone and associated 
celebration were delayed until the following winter in order to accommodate the large number 
of worshippers who were seasonal winter residents. 1 The building serves as a physical reminder 
of the growing community and the belief system and cultural background shared by many early 
occupants, both permanent and temporary or seasonal. 

E) Its value as a building is recognized for the quality of its architecture, and it retains sufficient 
elements showing its architectural significance. 

The subject property was constructed by M.B. Welch, whose contribution to the pre-War 
architectural palette of St. Petersburg is visible throughout the city’s 1920s-era neighborhoods, 
perhaps most notably in North Shore Section – Welch’s Mediterranean Row Local Historic 
District, an intact collection of ten of his homes within the North Shore National Register Historic 
District. The church’s architecture reflects a Spanish Mission Revival influence and was noted for 
its pleasant design shortly after construction. The original sanctuary, constructed in 1928-1929, 
has been preserved despite the removal of several additions constructed outside of the proposed 
Period of Significance, thus maintaining the association of architectural significance. 

1 “Grace Lutheran Church Lays Cornerstone with Sacred Ceremonies,” St. Petersburg Times. January 20, 1929. 
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F) It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, 
method of construction, or use of indigenous materials. 

As noted, the subject property was constructed in the Mission Revival style, which is noted for 
its stucco exteriors generally lacking much strong articulation, grouped, arched windows, and 
clay barrel tile roofs. The subject property demonstrates these features (at present, though, the 
clay barrel tile roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles) with a simple and carefully-organized 
arrangement. The front-gabled form, atop which a highly visible ornamental bell tower rests, 
gives the façade a humble but charming appearance. At the side elevations, evenly-spaced 
buttresses break down the visual size of the relatively large-scaled building and allow it to appear 
unassuming enough to sit comfortably within the surrounding residential neighborhood. It is not 
surprising that historic descriptions of the building so commonly include the words “pleasant” or 
“pleasing,” due to the steady rhythm which unites its elements. 

Historic Integrity 

Under the second part of the two-part assessment of eligibility for designation as a historic 
landmark, staff finds that the subject property retains integrity in six of seven given criteria, 
surpassing the requirement of one or more. As discussed below, several factors show slightly 
diminished integrity but remain present to an extent that the subject property can appropriately 
convey its historic significance. 

It is relevant to note that the proposed Period of Significance for this designation spans from 
1928, when construction began, to 1935, just before City property records indicate that the 
original sanctuary’s historic footprint began to be altered through the construction of a series of 
additions. These additions have since been removed, and the applicant’s aim in the pursuit of 
designation is to restore the building’s original exterior and rehabilitate only the 1928-1929 
building. 

Is at least one of the following factors of integrity met? 
Location Design Setting Materials Workmanship Feeling* Association* 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
*Must be present in addition to at least one other factor. 

Location 

The subject property remains in its historic location. 

Design 

The additions that have been removed since the subject property was deconsecrated as a church 
include a recreation hall, kitchen, and classroom space that had been appended to the north 
(rear) and west (left) elevations. City property cards, included in the application, indicate that 
these additions were constructed at various points as space was needed by the congregation of 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
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Limiting the Period of Significance to 1928-1935 captures the original sanctuary’s construction, 
but not its later expansion. As such, the subject property retains its original historic design as 
built within the proposed Period of Significance. 

Setting 

The subject property is located within a neighborhood of primarily single-family residential 
buildings with a largely traditional layout of narrow lots along neatly-gridded streets. Despite 
some degree of newer construction in the vicinity, the setting remains intact. 

Materials and Workmanship 

The material integrity has been somewhat diminished by the replacement of the original clay 
barrel tile roof cladding with composition shingles and the mid-twentieth century construction 
and later removal of the western addition. Overall, however, the building’s historic material 
composition, most notably its stucco exterior and arched stained-glass windows, remain visible. 
They additionally serve to reference the historic workmanship inherent in the subject property. 

Feeling 

The subject property’s historic feeling remains quite visible, perhaps most notably conveyed by 
the symmetrical and substantial façade. 

Association 

The subject property has been deconsecrated as a church and therefore is no longer associated 
with its historic use. 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND 

Narrative Description 

A description and photographs of the subject property have been included in the designation 
application (Appendix A). The subject property is largely defined by its Mission Revival style. It 
features a deep and narrow rectangular footprint with a front-gabled roof topped with an 
ornamental bell tower and rood. The south façade and its centered entrance are enhanced by a 
slightly projecting portal with an arched recess that surrounds the dual-action wooden doors. 
These doors are half-glazed and appear to be replacements. A tripartite arched window is 
centered above the entrance. 

The east and west side elevations are each divided into six roughly equal bays by simple 
buttresses. Moving from the façade toward the rear of the building, the first bay on the right side 
(east elevation) is blind; the remaining five bays feature arched stained-glass windows. Plexiglass 
storm windows are present. The rear elevation has been altered following the removal of an 
addition. 
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Figure 1: Façade and west elevation, revealing Figure 2: Façade of subject property 
location of removed addition 

Figure 3: Façade and east elevation Figure 4: East elevation 

Figure 5: Rear elevation, showing location of Figure 6: Rear and west elevations 
removed addition 
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Historical Context 

The application contains historical context and developmental background of the subject 
property. 

Primary Character-Defining Features 

 Rectangular footprint with projecting portal at front entrance; 
 Stucco exterior; 
 Ornamental bell tower and rood; 
 Evenly-spaced buttresses at side elevations; 
 Arched, stained-glass windows. 

PROPERTY OWNER CONSENT AND IMPACT OF DESIGNATION 

The proposed local landmark designation was submitted and is supported by the subject 
property’s owner. 

The benefits of designation include increased heritage tourism through the maintenance of the 
historic character and significance of the city, some relief from the requirements of the Florida 
Building Code and FEMA regulations, and tax incentives, such as the local ad valorem tax 
exemption and federal tax credit for qualified rehabilitation projects. The owner intends to take 
advantage of the ad valorem tax exemption for the building’s rehabilitation and reuse as a 
residence. 

CONSISTENCY WITH ST. PETERSBURG’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, EXISTING LAND USE PLAN, AND 
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN 

The proposed local historic landmark designation is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan, relating to the protection, use and adaptive reuse of historic buildings. The local landmark 
designation will not affect the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) or zoning designations, nor will it 
significantly constrain any existing or future plans for the development of the City. The proposed 
landmark designation is consistent with the following objectives: 

Objective LU10: The historic resources locally designated by the St. Petersburg City Council and 
Community Planning and Preservation Commission (CPPC) shall be 
incorporated onto the Land Use Map or map series at the time of original 
adoption, or through the amendment process, and protected from 
development and redevelopment activities consistent with the provisions of 
the Historic Preservation Element and the Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

Policy LU10.1: Decisions regarding the designation of historic resources shall be based on the 
criteria and policies outlined in the Historic Preservation Ordinance and the 
Historic Preservation Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Policy HP2.3: The City shall provide technical assistance to applications for designation of 
historic structures and districts. 
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Policy HP2.6: Decisions regarding the designation of historic resources shall be based on 
National Register eligibility criteria and policies outlined in the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan. The City will use the 
following selection criteria [for city initiated landmark designations] as a 
guideline for staff recommendations to the CPPC and City Council: 

• National Register or DOE status 
• Prominence/importance related to the City 
• Prominence/importance related to the neighborhood 
• Degree of threat to the landmark 
• Condition of the landmark 
• Degree of owner support 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the request to designate Grace Lutheran Church, located at 801 
28th Avenue North, as a local historic landmark, thereby referring the application to City Council 
for first and second reading and public hearing. 

REFERENCES 

“Grace Lutheran Church Lays Cornerstone with Sacred Ceremonies,” St. Petersburg Times. 
January 20, 1929. 
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Designation Application 



_/(..__( .... 
~---·-

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

City of St. Petersburg 
JUN 1 7 2019 Division of Urban Design 

and Historic Preservation 

PLANNING SERVICES&DEVELOPMENT 

Local Landmark 
Type of property nominated (for staff use only) Designation Application 

0 building Ostructure Osite Oobject 

Dhistoric district Dmultiple resource 

1. NAME AND LOCATION OF PROPERTY 

historic name Chur t.h ol-- -ih.e (f~e J.,··.J.v-o~s: 
_ ____;____;_;__...;;....; __ _...;._ _________________other names/site number JJ-0-/ ·tr,__ A-e r7 

address yt,J I 1 pA, /Jv< ,,'1 

historic address ~ 

2. PROPERTY OWNER(S) NAME AND ADDRESS 

name l -'/1/ ~ ,/1 '¼b<).,L-t. (,. 
street and number :?f-1 t "5 f /Jytry?C ~ k 
city or town 7t:'!'::f'()- state _Fi.._·_____ zip code _____ _ 

phone number (h) -1)1, ~ t "'-~-c;~ (w) e-mail 

3. NOMINATION PREPARED BY 

name/title ~~Strt >~Gn-<"'-
organization @11~wr--,~ /~v->ld<.1s ~ J--fr k LL l . 

street and number I l:3tL 'l l-1 h, ,1-v<- r? 
city or town ~-tHI; h.:-/ .J state h zip code 

phone number (h) /'JJ7, -!,~d-bS5--cJ.(w) ______ e-mail 

date prepared {k /n/ ,e, signature _____________ _ 

4. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 
Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation (general 
legal description orsurvey).Attach map delimiting proposed boundary. (Use continuation sheet if necessary) 

1// </k, e. /J-1/ru~;? /2 S .).... { I'~ L- ~~-c! <'.' /.lyi 

5. GEOGRAPHIC DATA 

(!,5~~ sCJ -1-facreage of property 

property identification number d-1·->I .. 11--~ 1-'>31 - ??V- - · 6 ~~ o 

https://v->ld<.1s


Name of Property 

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

JUN 1 7 2019 

PLANNING SERVICES& DEVELOPMENT 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic Functions Current Functions 

,...--lbtfb1~i....--r11A c.v-r...- c.h vr <- t:'/.lu;:l-,..} «1 ¼ ~ < 1'1 1 c.-

,_., {1,-,.,,i,wn, h t:.,,l,vru-, '"' Q(. ,2<~).,.:....., &]Q 1'1 J-,;-,.f.Yw,1, bh;,., ../-clo,-.1er'J-. 

(1,< ;1h "zt!...---he,:,,1? h ~ s,'1,,., ~- ¼ bi:.ne 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(See Appendix A for list} 

.m.eoo,-/.L.-p,,~ar1 / ~A-1,.,b s!:,,l--e 
&t.,kc ivre. i tikhfi 1 !Ms 

wi-,,,oc,,,..Js• 
I 

t....>Jd.,1;;.,,,n I: 
Narrative Description 

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property use conveying the 
following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-historic man-made features; subdivision 
design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present appearance; interior appearance; 

8. NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY 

Contributing Noncontributing Resource Type Contributing resources previously listed on 
the National Register or Local Register 

Buildings 

Sites 

Structures 

Objects Number of multiple property listings 

Total 



CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

JUN 1 7 2019 

Name of Property PLANNING SERVICES&DEVELOPMENT 

9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criteria for Significance 
(ma/ or more boxes for the appropriate criteria) 

~Its ~alue is a significant reminder of the cultural or 
archaeological heritage of the City, state, or 
nation. 

D Its location is the site of a significant local, state, 
or national event. 

~ is identified with a person or persons who 
significantly contributed to the development of the 
City, state, or nation. 

D It is identified as the work of a master builder, 
designer, or architect whose work has influenced 
~velopment of the City, state, or nation. 

~~ v~:ue as a building is recognized for the quality 
of its architecture, and it retains sufficient 
elements showing its architectural significance. 

~has distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, method of construction, or use of 
indigenous materials. 

D Its character is a geographically definable area 
possessing a significant concentration, or 
continuity or sites, buildings, objects or structures 
united in past events or aesthetically by plan or 
physical development. 

~haracter is an established and geographically 
rr~:inable neighborhood, united in culture, 

architectural style or physical plan and 
development. 

□ It has contributed, or is likely to contribute, 
information important to the prehistory or history of 
the City, state, or nation. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Areas of Significance 
(see Attachment B for detailed list of categories) 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates {date constructed & altered) 

Significant Person(s) 

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period 

Builder 

Architect 

(Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criteria! and information on one or more continuation 
sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder and architect, if known.} 

10. MAJO~ BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 



-------------------------
----------- ------ -----

---------

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

FEB 16 2018 

PLANNING&ECONOMICDEVELOPMENT 

City of St Petersburg 
Division of Urban Design 
and Historic Preservation 

Local Landmark 
Typeof property nominat8d (for stsff useonly) Designation Application 0 building OstrucbJre Osite Oobject 

0historicdistrict Omumple resource 

1. NAME AND LOCATION OF PROPERTY 

' 
other names/site number AMer,Ca...ft 
address M l&- gt-Ii st re&t 
histolicaddress !O/ - ,ZSfh QJ(eo,ue< 

2. PROPERTY OWNER($) NAME AND ADDRESS 

name Tn ±rcnsA,ao(-r 12>D) 
street and number 

city or town state zip code 

phone number (h) (w) e-mail 

3. NOMINATION PREPARED BY 

n•-• ~1~ ~ci~~ P~t -ot CH~ 
organization Q:Q . Hs-'t ~t s : hbor fQ A ClQ £,o() 
street and number e.·a . Box 26oS:J . 
city or town St, Pt1:f:R..c: state ..oC:I JC)< zip code •:?3]3 4 ,S bu~ £S 
phone number (h) 22.Z..-27/ (w) e- 7~ QO~~n. 1J 9 l ... o.r-3'531 --S<Lm. r:i1Jlil; L 
date prepared 02,.Lofii/..2ol!B signature H _-~- Co(n, 

4. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 
Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation (general 
legal description or survey). Attach map delimiting proposed boundary. {Use continuation sheet if necessary) 

l-,...1/;J,,--f?S-f-N-crtk 
tJu.} CO 1 {\.te,r e f .2.is'~,._ f-\ ✓~ NCI I'"'-{:I\. J,..

{ -J I';,,./ • t_,.I.,~ J..1 ~ c Cl{\ S-1 st e;,f f.,ol..5 ''°,M. ,n.! e.ySub J.;vision 0-f' F «:;Jr, ~ ' tQ ...-Jj 1'-J.J l..:J\a..: \ ,. :a 
Po..r c.o..l# 0 1/31/ 1y2..g3J:i./o ~-o/o ,eJo 

5. GEOGRAPHIC DATA 

acreage of property f-e.ss/;b,aD I (o .,c,) 
property identification number 



CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

FEB 1 6 2018 

PlANNING DEVELOPMENT&ECONOMIC 

8. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic Functions Current Functions 

/-ftJv.s~ of w~rsl ~~ £..cvice-.s 
83 o.fe fl)oal,/w:a.c}rw,sJg,~ 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(See Appendix A for list) 

Lq,'bz.n°"soJ ;a,t~ c.otiuyP.e1,:..~gIs HttHawt,le,ee.mMt1,id:bo/FJ?n~r 
butf-eo~red5t.u@, :Ifistd~ 

9t.nisb ffi,k,Ss<~" ' t ,mcl:u,r K ., e:t.iose.J ro.;Pkrs1 ®Dent 
L.IsJ(S , P(oA-Sec rendPR,t,B"1:J\csrtc'c:le. 

Narrative Description fOf"Jcz.~tl..SPctse.9 

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property use conveying the 
following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-historic man-made features; subdivision 
design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present appearance; interior appearance; 

8, NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY 

Contributing Noncontributing Resource Type Contributing resources previously listed on 
the National Register or Local Register 

Buildingsr ~J/A
lSites 

Structures 

Objects Number of multiple property listings 

Total 

@ 



CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

FEB 1 6 2018 

Pl.ANNING DEVELOPMENT&ECONOMIC 

9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

CriteriaforSignificance 
(mark one or more boxes for the appropriate criteria) 

~ ts value is a significant reminder of the cultural or 
archaeological heritage of the City, state, or 
nation. 

D Its location is the site of a significant local, state, 
or national event. 

D It is identified with a person or persons who 
significanUy contributed to the development of the 
City, state, or nation. 

□ It is identified as the work of a master builder, 
designer, or architect whose work has influenced 
the development of the City, state, or nation. 

~ ts value as a building is recognized for the quality 
of its architecture, and it retains sufficient 
elements showing its architectural significance. 

~ has distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, method of construction, or use of 
indigenous materials. 

D Its character is a geographically definable area 
possessing a significant concentration, or 
continuity or sites, buildings, objects or structures 
united in past events or aesthetically by plan or 
physical development. 

□ Its character is an established and geographically 
definable neighborhood, united in culture, 
architectural style or physical plan and 
development. 

□ It has contributed, or is likely to contribute, 
information important to the prehistory or history of 
the City, state, or nation. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Areas of Significance 
(seeAttachment B for detailed11stof categories) 

ArcA.it G-:C t lJ c e.. 
£.x, tora,,:b iop«&,1i?l<U\e.d 
pgj (~,·on 

Period of Significance 

Archi±kc.ti t iaa,BPi're,,oce(«:sa l/9WO 
Significant Dates (date constructed & altered) 

l'1J,BPka.$: S€&<; fb..~SkS9- /J,, 
Significant Person(s) 

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period 

Builder l l
fi\,0, vjq, C.t\ 

Ple,a,5e...SGec Pg,3Q...9 

Architect 

®dekm.1 ncd.~r'wf 1 

(Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criteria I and information on one or more continuation 
sheets. Include biograp& I data on significant person(s), builder and architect, if known.) 

Plw Sen<$£&- <~~ ~ f 13 
10. MAJOR BIBUOGRAPH CALREFERENCES 

(Cite the books, artides, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

f'Ie,~ se. s ee. f>(),_.3Q__J~ 

https://f>(),_.3Q
https://Archi�kc.ti


---

St. Petersburg Local Landmark Designation Application 

Name of property AmenCS:D l¾ph s½ Chqcc:ba~ jh~ Be;+..l..des 

Continuation Section Page 

See A\.\sclaedNgrr9nve 

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

FEB 16 2018 

PLANNING DEVELOPMENT&ECONOMIC 



C 

l'LOllIDAHEIGHTS AMERICAN BAPT CHURCH OJ!' THE Page 2 of 22017 07-31-17-28332-000-0600
LOTS 60, 61, 86, 87 2812 8TB ST N PlllNTED B/10/2017 

ST PB'l'ERSBURG, FL 33704-2007 IIIBIMIIII II BY jamstron9II IIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIHIUIIIIUIUII 
Map Id: 5400.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 ABBA,. 54; NBB • 0801 28!1'8 AVE N, ST PE'fEI\SBUBG 33704-

BUILDINGCHARACTERIS1IC8 7153 Church, Church School, Church OWned .. VAWESUBJECTTOCHANGE•• 
QOALJ:'l'Y Average 
~reGORVr 1 ,TYPEr . :1 _\%) JPTBL, 
FOUNDA.TIO 2COll'l'IUOOUS 1ut 3 • 00 
l'LOOR lSLAB OH 10[ 5. 00 
BXTER.IOll 9COHCRE'l'I: 10[ 19. 0 
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BCLAY TI LE R.001' lOC 10.0 0TAXABLE VALUEr--~ 10 

lOCI 3.00 CAB & JAVERAGE 
HX NolOC 6.00llCARPETl' LOOR. 

lOC 4.00STR.lJCTtJJtA 2NMONRY %HX o.oo2410(1 10.0INT21UOR. 6NUONllY 
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American Baptist Church 
of the Beatitudes 

2812-Sth Street North 



GENERAL GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

2812-Bth Street North 
ADDRESS 

HISTORIC ADDRESS: 801- 28th Avenue North 

HOUSE NAME: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

YEAR AND COUNTY BUILT: 1928, Pinellas County. 

ARCHITECT: No architect has been found. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (SHORT): unknown 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Crescent Heights 



• . ' GUOl- ~ V,\JlrGBUC.U. L'1TIIBIIAN CR.UaCR - -ct'ice"E,:Un111llcai•LtiTu.~ .c:hurch, aoi 
Twenly-el1hlh ·avenue north, will observe Its elchlh annlvcrsal")' S11nduy, It Is one ol the· prelllcsl 
churches In st Pelenburg, with Jts Spanish mllllllon typo nrcblleeturnl design and phmalng colors. 

1rch The Rev. R. C. Stelnbnch la pastor, ______ · 
oyrl o 
'lrot Prudence Steele; Grllllu Rich• 
n o creek os Peter Steele, and Robert 
,ck. Letsln11or as ·a lrump. Spcclnl 
1le'.a music hns been arranged by Char• 
npa Jntle Pratt Weeks, dlrectc,r, 111-
011- eluding a solo, "Fear Ye Nc,t. 0 
5:30 Jsrucl" (Dudley B11ck), by Wnllcr 
oup Otto . 
>ck. At both mnmlng servke~, Dr . 
l be Herrick B. Young, rcprescntalive 

nf Penlo ronneclcd with the 
un- Florida Chain of l\llsalonar)' A.•-
,der Iscmblles ··w111 spcnk on --Rebuild-
oyd Ing thl! 'r.toslem World ." He is 
,nys profossor of lilernture al Alban. 
! la collc11c, Tehcmn, Iran, and now 

11 on lenve In America. lltu~lc for 
' of these sen·lecs will lneludo organ 
r 01 solos by Mn. Weeks: nnlhcm, 
lnr't "Lord nf All Belnll~ (Andrews), 
ient and quartet, "Sollly and Tender-
tion ly" tHli;h). by Messrs Hny, Ed· 
al• wnrrl• JohnR and Otto. 
391 ' 
·lod ST. PF.TF.R'S El'JSCOi'AL 

10 A mu~irnl sen•lce wlll bl! held
ft1!hg Sumt:I\' e\'enlng at 7:45 o'clock at' 
me St. Peter's F.plscopnl church, 

Fourth strcM north nnd Second · 
'001 avenue . Chopin in E. A. Edwnrda:a:~rector nf the church,ls and Ed· 
the win A. Leonhard, or11nnlrlt and 
r. choir dirrclnr. 

Th~ program wlll open with 
Dunham·~ "Medltntlon" as pre-

r o'f ludc, nnd . proc:esslonal hymn,
"Lo,•c . Di\'ine, All Lo,·c.~ Excel• 

ary ling;• by Le J 11une. The balnnce 
l of ol the · program -fnllowa: 
n:~ ·. Anthem, "The Lord Jo In His 
~~ Holy Temple~ (Thayer). 
1h8 Soprano solo, "Consld<!r nnd 
1,; -Hcnr -,.Mc;'.!...- (Woolcr), .:.. Marg:arql 
•ra Mellor Lown·. 
reJ Anlhl'm , "R~Jnkc Yo Wllh .Tc-
tlm rus:ilem"· (PilRC). 
ala BRrllnne •nln . "How Bcnullful 
ury Upon thC! l\fonntnlnn" (Hnrl1er), J . 
for Gnrdon Osterhout. 
and OrRDn voluntary, "l\fclody In A· 
;ent flnt" (SlnJowslrl). 
,. Tl!nor snlo , "Hear 111~• Cry. O 
ock Lord" (\Vooler>."W . M Wllllnms. 
:Ive Hymn, ".Tcmtu. My r,ord. My 
on Gn<I, My All" (Bornh)'l. 

Grace Lu ihe.n."an Dedicated 
Eight year~ Ago rrhls Month 
By LILLIAN BLA('lt!;1'0NE with exterior or bufr•cnlnrcd 
Observance or lht' eli:hth anui- ,;tuccn. lnRlrle. the wnodwork nnd 

,·cr,:iry of Grncc E\"Dllllelicnl c,q1nsed rnflcrs nre c,f nntlque
Lutheran church Sunday recalls 11rny, and the walls of white ce­
n dn) cnrly In Septrmhrr, 1927, mrnl. Thero L• n bnlce1n~· a,·er­
when •n 11rnup nl l,uthrrn 1u met 
111 lhc old Presldrnts' union room 
in lhe cUy hnll In lny loundnllnns 
!or whnt todny Is n thrlvinc 
churrh. 

Al that lime the ne, ·. R. C. 
Sleinbach, present pn•lnr of the 
church. \\'ns m.'lkln11 n irun·er to 
,ee If n mls:=lnn nr the Flnrldn 
~~•t1"d c11uld 1101 be e1t11hllshcd 
here Enrl) scn•lces were held at 
the M:unnic temple and · visitors 
bccnmr so inlcrcstc,I they ar-
11anl1.cd n 1n11rlsl snciet~· nn(! pre;-
sentcd pl;iylcts nnd nthrr . enter• 
toinmcnt• In 11rdcr In build up 
aufrlclenl funda rnr n c,hul't'h. . 

'l' he ml~•ion 11roup became 
known ns the E1>t:ll~h LUll'\crnn 
church _bul when the church was 
ln!!nrpo,r.oted Mu)· 15, I P2R, mcm-
hers changed the nnma In Grncr, 
!;,ulher~n church . 1'hl' •:nmn. 

Grace wns llClccll!d In nrdcr lo 
cmpheal~e . tho . clnrlrinnl hn,ls . nl 
salvation obtained by gr a cc 
lhrnu1h Callh In . qir .lst, and to 
distinguish It from Iha trend of 
unlont1m, modembm and 11encral 
do!11nl.oUhe.,. .basl_e- dodr-lnea-o~ -
lhe church. • : 

With enlhu~lasm t!\•erythlng I• 
pa~sible, so· within n ,hort time 
the group of wonh!pcro purrhnsr.d 
tw~ lots, rnhed sufficient funds lo ; 
build, nnd br:nkc nround In Jul)·, 
1028. The followfn(I Der.rmhPr 
lhe rorncntone WM lnlrf, nnd in 
Februnry, _1020, Ju•t ch1ht ~·rnr• 
nr.o, the church wn• dr.cltcnlcd. 

Grnco Luthernn ~1111rd1, 801 
Twenty-el11hth n,•er:iue nnrth, 't• 

o .rrcrtory nnlhem, "Thin<) h ~he comildcrrcl . nne nf' the mn~t nt• 
Greatnci•" (Gnlbrallh) . lrncllve l'rllllce• In SI. rcterr.-

Cnnlrnlln nnln, "But the L<,rd h bur11. It I• of Spnnl•h ml•~lnn 
Mindful nr HL< Own." rrum nrnto• IYJ>I? urchilccturo nn,I wnn ron-

lcmklng the nudllllrl4m, ilnd lhc 
wlm!c;nvs nre nf nmhci>-cnlorcd 
i:1ns.<. The nllnr. p11l1lll.· benches 
ancl 11ews were n1nde In St. 
Petersburg. nnd 1hcrt' nre nccnm­
mndnllnn~ for more limn ~00 wor­
•hi1,cr■, 

The churrh an lltnrlun, Is •epa­
rntcd frum the i.1111<1:1~·!rhool 
wl1111by cl11nrs wh1d1 may be 
op<'ll<'cl witlr. lhu• ro,wrrllhR al-
most thl' cnllrc rhurch Into n1\0 
hui;e rtmm. Th<'r<' Is n pnslc1r's 
&tudy, 11,,rhll'• mtd kllcl1en. thus 
mnkln,: n ,·cry tUlf!l'lete church 
(o.r bnth pn~h,r nnrl wtlrkcr~. 

The Re\', n .. C. Stetnbncl\ ·h,, 
hee n Pn•lur ol the elnn·t'h since 
the bci;inninl{ 11ncl In thnt time 
hns lmri the i:rnllfirntion o( IICC• 
Inti the memhcr,hl11 Increase nnrt 
__ .._ 

ANNOUNCING 
Ro-asw.bllahment through 

UNn'Y 
"How to Know and Know·"That 

You Know" will be tho ■ e1111on ·H 
\cip\c of Dr. J. W •. Young Sunday . 
mornln11 nl 11 o'clock nl the Unity -
church, 6~6 Flf\h nvcnuo IIOUlh, - m• 
l\tusle Is In charge or Mr,. Eulte• lllllallDo-·• -
nla Clnturn ·11nd the soloist .,.;u · 111· :_~- ••'Dllla!N,. · 

·K.ODiK 

be Mn. Elwnorl Gmsbeck. .__ -~ 'Ii-;·•"' 
, (1) ~ • · · ­..._~_---~~-.uoa. . ...... -..:b 

~--~~~--~ ~ ~ ;\~ .... ..-..-~ !!&-:".,:!~ -~ 
BRI ... ~ . . , 

&aO-aDr.~ < ~ll01H80P('8 CAIIJBllA SHOP ·--~ 
'10 COlllial l'heU ■.ael _-obi~. 

PVllB FLORmA -SOcf 
HONEY, &•lb. Cnn , . : . ..t , , 

Tht• ad~ .waiih , le 011 atia,. :··'•·W•, 
111■ · haYe ·"••tt•. Cleirer. · On111e . 
Hla11om, Tap•lil , :. l'1lmf11ta: ~ .na••~ 
"a•d •n.t : Clo1!'' <;! 111.~ ...H••~s • , . 

· THE·HONEY· IIV,l' · · · .. 
' . . 1140'• ~ENT~ -:~YJ:N'!• ': :·. 

· --'-- iriilii·aeMce--: ..:.! . .:..:,,u,■ :...;;,..~ 
.• ,· I 

Sf. IP'EllERSBURG 
to MUNIOIPAL 

SPA POOL 
ANDCnndmnatn 

SOLARIUM 
orEN n.111.1Chica~o Ibo. No,. nt tho BnYI·~ !Detroit 

https://11anl1.cd


American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes 

Where the location of the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes is now located actually began as a 

church with a different name. In 1928 the Grace Evangelist Lutheran Church is built on two lots and opens 

during1929 for services. Its location is listed as "the NW comer of 28th Ave and 8th Street North" within the 

subdivision of Florida Heights. The newspaper article on the preceding page describes its origin and 

founders, as well as its architecture and deems it "one of St. Petersburg's most attractive edifices'' 

DATIE 

--- ...,:._,___,.. 

During 1933 its address is listed as 801-28 Ave. North. In 1954 a nursery is added and in 1957 various 

improvements are made, although in 1960 the Grace Evangelist Church closes. 



-- -- -· 1:™~; :.~;·._:-· - ~ -..,...,~~,;:;- ---~"'-~.,,..~,~ · -:=-ai"fi3&--rfiw ~ •-;~ 8--~ --..- ,.,.... 
- -·· - !ELECTRICAL.Beat tudes ~7-3l-l7 PLUMBING · , . . 

• • IP1337 • 6/29/67 • AIII.Bapti•t Ch. 
·{1)3J.$7A-D-~sn,2/,;7 • 9400 · Bl.eo.""1.C3P Pasadena Plhg. • pipiag for 
o.nsr arace· Luthal'atl Cburch• Root 19969H- 2/3/66 - Alllerioan !I.Ch. baptiau:, . 

, OTC' patio (10' x 201)(Type V) Rrinaon !:lee. • 2sw 2p· 1-bullatin IIP1887E•- 3/9/84• 1-cviug Rousaell 1 

board 1-tlood light ; Pasadena Pl11111bingInc• 3-lav•l• j
18$497A-i2- 4/24/63-11100 ft:8414 • 4/4/68 • All.B.C. ueinal· relocate 2-w/c • 1-new w/c 1 

<halerQranoehlthenn Clmroh • F '- R Elec• • ·260mp 1._ter 1-dlb check vacuum breaker (Gt,/tll'llll).I 
!lemare olt .roof 8%111~t exiat (2) lO•llf aotora (1) lk•HP (1) 2 

t building Class A (Type V) ~ite (4) 3/4-IIP 
. Wa,y'"Doting, . Conlin.e-tar- .. . . I 
i 6B-2582-R3- 6/;.6/67 - $850. . (OVER OVBR) 
fc>wiierAmerican iapUiit Churcli-:.·-- .J..- .-..:..-- -'""!"ll~ff~l~LLl~1:::lOll~-----+------ ..=,--------t 
; Brect Baptiatr;y addition to exist- IK3l2B • 3/27 /68 • Aa.Baptlat a. f(;597A - 1/22/73 ~ Amric:an BaptU:
i ing Church (Type V) iy Owner .'f.Mne, • Ducts (Chilled water) Church • Jerry•• · Gia AppliancH-
! B/A - 8/18/72 - Grallted - to ~ M6_06111_7_1_86-s8anley A. Marton Replace 1-wall heater Nat Gas 
' a llara91'7School far 2 ,-an. <15) .Marton Sheet v-tal, , Inc - in -st , 86 B t:l-..a., --.. .,.. G6-065-74--7-22- -.American ap st
l I,-- bo•a--OD• 1 kitchen hood - YIW Chruch ·- Batton Plbg - misc autoI B/A- 6/21/74 - Grantecl - con M606313, 7 /10/86,Amer.Baptiat shut off . for fire system - YIW 
, eliable 7ire Equipmnt,,in-
; tion of ~ Care Center far 2 year hall. fire propec tion in -
· (#3) hood,,151 pyro chem.dry chem . 

Sea/ 
(OVEROVBI) 

HWER SIEP'l'lC TANK 

IPL887E• 3/9/84• lrving,Roussell 
Paaadena Pl1111blngInc• sewer conn 
fee $225.0~ (l-w}(GL/t:mm)Paid -

••-.-

(ff) 
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On Sunday February 26th 1961 the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes opened. ''Beatitudes" 

meaning blessings of God. Additional various improvements are made over the next several years. 

..'• __.. . 
· , - . . .. ,,-,-•J.t...... ... -. ,, .-:-:: - :· 7 •• . ... '..j :; ..; ...... ...,~-' ... ·~-1- ..z-'" . ... 

I • • , ~" ? ELECTRICAL . . 
, . BUILDIIIIG IE2501J• 4/27/84- American Baptist·;.. f40466-ll3 - S/14/76 - .$2400 Church of Beatitudes• Ed'• llec• geil ·· 

Owner, Cbarcb of the Beatitudes •le• light rec:ept l•c::lr• 2•bath faua• totd 
. place . 14 at c.. a.eat wiuowa with 1.h. J•cir ( 2812• 8 st Ho) · 
alaai-- replac:.e tw 1plit 5 1 c:011Crete lt'i.346&1•7/-31/84· Alllerican Baptist 
Untola with poured la place witb alx ChuTc:h of the Beatitudes• C L Day 
#5 (Type V) David II Slater Con1t,, Elect Couti-• Add 5 exist lights 
Coutr (2812 • 8 St Ke) connect all exit lites to disconnect 
16874o-RS7.5-12/26/79- S,;&:lo ahead of .aia1n bldg discounec:t(2812· 
Oimer American Baptist Church ~)) B ·st No) (gl/bnm)
Beroo:r church- remove gravel roof and 
:instalJ. new ~ ~ gravel. roof with · 
new £IA metal (~V) Al.fa :Roof 
Repairs Con-tr - 8 N 
'1142-RB-75-3~ 84- l~,'Yoo.oo
Owner American »ap;tist Oh.­
new lobby w/decorative muoDX7 
wall 19'8~x30'4" (relocate 2 v. 
c., 1 ·new w.c.)(!l!ype V) Krebs 
Constr ~ Co•l,~ontr. ( Jlr/mb)
Check Li.st 7Ft84 

fll .42· c.o, APPROVED7/17/84 

·.-·_J 

https://84-l~,'Yoo.oo


In 1978 the address is changed and recorded as 2812-Sth Street North. 

The church imbraces a Multi-Cultural inclusion. The congregation's ethnic diversity includes Euro­

Ame.ricans, Hispanics, Afro-Americans, Indonesians and Native American. The Church of the Beatitudes 

continues to develop worship experiences to meet the varied needs of the congregation. Our Sunday worship 

experience offers two services in English and one in Spanish. 

The family outreach and commitment is to serve grandparents, parents, singles, youth and children. The 

church's beginnings were rooted in a strong relationship with The Palms Retirement Community. That 

commitment to the senior community continues today throughout the neighborhood. Involvement with the 

neighborhood includes providing the local voting poll location, Crescent Heights Neighborhood Asscioation 

meetings, various food drives and clean up projects are assisted with. At the same time, the church has 

purchased a new playground and has built Skate ramps for the children and youth. Our Christian education 

program involves all generations at the same time. 



Philip Miller-Evans, Pastor 

City Directory, 1927-2000 

http://www.churchofbeatitudes .htm.org/index files /p;ige000t 

St. Petersburg City Library archived microfilm, St Petersburg Times Saturday February 6th, 1937 

® 

http://www.churchofbeatitudes


II: 2012106736 BK: 17549 PG: 1239, 04/13/2012 . at 03:34 PM, RZCORDJ:NG2 PAGES 
$18.50 D DOC STAMP COLLECTION $812.00 KEN BURKE, CLERK OF COURT PINELLAS 
COUNTY, FL BY DEPUTY CLERK: CLKCD51 

._tllades, whosepost officeaddressis:21112 
aa,rpondon exiltln&underthe lawsof lbe 

Sim ud A■aette Sim. busbllad■ad 

FL 33734 - ,Grmtee, 
'·I 

furandIn considendonoflhe 11■11 of TenandNo/JOODolbn ($JO.OD ), lo it in band 
acknowledged, ud soldto lhe Did GnllliOe diebu gnnted, bargained fan:vor, 

dte Coimty of Pinellas,SIBieof Florida,lo wit · 

--1 • 
1111to tbe pl■ I tbereor recorded •• Pl■I Book 4, P■&• 51, 

l 

And the said Orutor doesbmby ftdly · d land,andwilldefmldthoIIIIIC againstthelawfulclaimsof all 
palOIII whoauoewr. 

ID Wi1Des1 Whereof, thellid011amurJ!.!a 
1111d itseorponte seallo be affixedthe day ■nd CIIIINd 

Slaleof Florida 
Cowdyof , Pinellas 

.., ;. 

The forqolng insttumentwasacknowledpdbeforemethisApril 12, 2012, by 
Vlco Moderator of America ■ Baptllt Cllareb or Ille Bealltada, A corporation existing 

He/SheiJpenoaally knownto me or his proclu-' a drlva's Ucmse ~,_ilit· kai~ ~ 

My CommissionExpires:: 

l'Rpnd by: 
AimeeM. Gordon,ID employeeof 
San Tille lmunnce Asaw:,y,Inc., 
3179 4th Slrccl Nodh 
St.Petcnlnq, Florida 33704 

AIMEEM.GORDON 
~~815895 .._...,.,...__,-- 8.20f2 

File Nmnber: 1211611 

® 
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• ·• • ·· ...,,..;, p.,it·· Baptist HomeMission Society, a Ilew York Corporation, hereinai"ter called the grantor,
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to .AMERICANBAPl'IST CHURCHOF THEBEATITUDESOF ST, PET.Erulll!JRGFLORIDA, II-IC., whode1 

post oi"fice address is 2812 Eight..ti Street llorth, St. Petsrsburg, Florida 33704, 7 
hereinai'ter celled the grantee: ~ 

WITIIESSETH: That the granter, i"or and in consideration of the sum of $1.00 ,u,( .l~ 
I 

l 
l 

and other valuable considerations, receipt llhereof is hereby acknowledged, hsreby i , O· ! 
i 

grants, bargains, sells, aliens, remise11, releases and transfers unto the grantee, :· -< 
~ - ... 

all that certain land situate in Pinellas County, Florida, viz1 

~- I, I : :•.C:'.Iota 60, 61, 86 Blld 87, Florida Hei~iit.iJ;:; 5I;''.~ 
according to plet thereof recorded in .:. 

.:~1 · i Tplat book 4, page 52, Public Records of ~c 
Pinellas County, Florida, "!.:~ ...... 

Provided however, and this conveyance is made subject to and upon the express con­

ditions that, First: In case fellowship is withdrawn i"rom the grantee by THE 

A."IERICANaU'TIST HOMENISSIOtl SOCIETY,or the American Baptist Churches in the USA 

or the grantee withdraws from :fellowship with said Society or the }.merican Baptist 

Churches in the USA or ceases to contribute to the work of the American Baptist 

Churches in the USA; or Second: In case the present church building, occupied by 

the grantee herein, located at St. Petersburg, Florida, shall be used i"or 8IJ3 other 

purpose than the grantee's place of public worship in accordance with the principles 

of the . American Baptist Churches in the USA; or Thi.rd: In case the grantee shall fail 

to hold upon such premises such regular weekly religious services for the promulgation 

oi" the Baptist .faith as are customarily held by Baptist churches, subject, however, 

to telllporary suspensions thereof because of public calamity, fire or aey s:1.mllar 

emergencyJ then and in the above events, the tiUe to said properties shall revert 

to and vest in the said THE AMERICANBAPTISTHOMEHISSIO?I SOCIETY, and i~ s'f..~Jors 

assigns, - ;, i ~/ 
TOGEI'HERwith all the tenements, hereditSll:ents and appurtenances ~e~~~ i:i 

~ f ~ ;,_·.
belonging or in a.n;ywise appertaining. :;: ..::!;· 

-: . ,.. 
....;:TO HAVEANDTO HOLD, the same is fee simple i"orever. 

IN WITNESS\JIIEREOP,the said party of the first part has caused these presents 

to be signed in its name by its proper officers, and its corporate seal to be a.fi"ixad, 

attested by its. Secretary,/Jthe day and year ~bove 1 .;.,..".1:~~\!'~,; 
Attest: THEAJ.!ERICJ\1 MISSiotl SOCIETY~//7.JJ,.,.,,,,,.. ( 1\lPTISTHOME 

Secre~ · .f ." ' . · ) ft 
(Corporate Seal) ~: -:r~.t!~L.,_· · J<~_. ¾o 
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FromWorldwide Faith News <wfn@igc.org> 
Date Thu, 17 Apr 2003 13 :26:05 -0700 

Ministries, Dies 

American Baptist News Service {Valley Forge, Pa. 4/17/03)--Matthew 
Giuffrida, a longtime leader in refugee resettlement and interfaith work for 
American Baptist National Ministries, died yesterday in St. Pete rsburg, Fla. 
He was 77. 

Giuffrida, who served as director of National Ministries' Direct Human 
Services program and was a commissioned American Baptist home missionary, 
retired in 1993 after 38 years of service. 

Beginning in 1959 Giuffrida directed National Ministries' Office of Refugee 
and Immigration Services. Under his guidance the denomination's refugee 
program over the years led all Protestant denominations cooperating with 
Church World Service's refugee resettlement office. 

As of December 2002, the number of refugees resettled by American Baptists 
since the end of World War II was 89,223. 

In addition to Giuffrida's work with refugee resettlement, he represented 
American Baptists in interfaith arenas; worked to establish options for 
American Baptists seeking alternative military service; coordinated the 
denomination's home mission volunteer program; and administered American 
Baptist National Disaster Response funds in the U.S. and Puerto Rico. 

At the time of his retirement Giuffrida chaired the Church World Service 
Immigration and Refugee Program Committee and the Christian-Jewish Relations 
Committee of the National Council of Churches, as well as the World Council 
of Churches' U.S. Ecumenical Resource Sharing Committee. He also had served 
as a member of the Board of Heifer Project International 

Following service in the U.S. Combat Engineers in World War II, Giuffrida 
studied international relations at Clark University in Worcester, Mass. Upon 
receiving his bachelor of arts degree, he joined the staff of the Woman's 
American Baptist Home Mission Society {now part of National Ministries) as 
field representative of the refugee program. 

Commenting on Giuffrida's contributions to American Baptist life, National 
Ministries Executive Director Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III said, 
"Matthew Giuffrida served as an American Baptist home missionary with 
passion and compassion for those forced to flee home and homeland. The 
remarkable refugee resettlement ministry of our denomination can be traced 
directly to his tireless efforts to provide a safe haven and hope for those 
who had lost all hope. If anyone can be called a "Baptist Saint," it is 
Matthew Giuffrida. We will honor his life by continuing the legacy he has 
given us." 

A memorial service will be held May IO at 1 p.rn . at The American Baptist 
Church of the Beatitudes, 2812 8th Street , N. , St . Petersburg, Ea . 

mailto:wfn@igc.org


Narrative 

Introduction 

The residents of Crescent Heights Neighborhood often gather for various social events. 

Occasionally, conversation will turn to how fortunate they are to be living in such a great 

neighborhood and city. The conversation will sometimes reflect back to the initial pioneers and 

settlers that came after. Their sacrifices and efforts coping with the hardships of weather, 

health, and no modern conveniences as they forged a community and neighborhood are 

marveled at. It is with respect to the character, integrity and dreams of the original owners 

especially and subsequent owners that proceeded that the effort is being made to designate 

the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes as a Local Designated Historical Landmark. 

Boundary Description 

The American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes is located on the NW corner of 28th Avenue and 

8th Street North. The property is within the St. Petersburg, Fl. Florida Heights subdivision 

listing to lots 60, 61, 86, and 87. Parcel# 07/31/17/28322/000/0600. Recorded in the Pinellas 

County Platt Book 4 page 52. The block and surrounding area is mostly of 19201s-S01s intact 

residential homes consisting of a wide range of architectural styles. Please note that it is only 

the church sanctuary indicated by lot 86 that is being applied for historical landmark 

designation. The lot is 50' X 1271 (please see the aerial map on the next page). 

Physical Description 

The Florida Heights subdivision is one of the higher elevations in Pinellas county at 

approximately 481 above sea level (please see the topographic map on the following page). It 

is mostly a sandy soil that drains well to the east towards Coffee Pot Bayou. Typical surveyed 

lots are of 501 X 1271• Streets and alleys were granted for public use, with a 3' easement on 

each side of an alley for utilities. There is a mix of Hexagonal block and formed continuous 

concrete sidewalks. The streets and alleyways are brick, and granite curbing was included 

which was typical of the subdivisions in which is now known as the Crescent Heights 

Neighborhood area and throughout the city at that time. The avenues are of Augusta brick with 

the alley ways being asphalt paving. Mostly oak, sweet gum, maple, and magnolia trees with 

some tropical palms are pro.minent throughout the neighborhood. 



The line drawn around the church structure is what is intended for local historic 
designation. 



The area highlighted designates the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes 
2812- 8th Street North. 

_JLJLJ 



Property Description 

2812-Sth Street North 

The Grace Evangelic Lutheran Church broke ground during July 1928. The property card 
indicates that M.B.Welsh, Inc. was the contractor. The structure is an example of Spanish 
Mission style type of architecture. It is a 2-story structure consisting of hollow tile cement with 
the exterior being a buff-colored rough texture stucco. There are stained leaded glass windows 
at the front, east and west sides. The interior is of a high vaulted ceiling with exposed wooden 
beam rafters. The interior walls are white concrete. There is a balcony that overlooks the 
auditorium. The alter, pulpit, benches, and pews were made in St. Petersburg. The St. 
Petersburg Times newspaper on Saturday February 6, 1937 includes an article describing the 
church as being considered as one of the most attractive edifices in St. Petersburg. During 1933 
the address is listed as 801- 28th Avenue North. During 1954 a nursery is added. 

Statement of Significance 

History 

In 1842 the Governor of Florida with the congress declared it open to homesteaders with the 

"Armed Occupation Act''. By 1860-1880 many speculators and land developers began to 

acquire large holdings throughout Florida. Notably on the lower peninsula of then, 

Hillsborough county, was Abel Miranda, John C. Williams, Disston Land Co., William H. Wright, 

Catherine E. Perry, Charles T. Russell, David Griner, Orange Belt Investment Co. and the Lake 

Butler Villa Co. (which was a subsidiary of the Disston Land Co.) to name just a few of those that 

are recorded. Please refer to the map of landowners during 1849-1892 seen on page 2, section 

18. Note that during the period of. 1878 Charles W. Meeker is the landowner of what is now 

platted as Florida Heights in Pinellas County, St. Petersburg, Fl. These early pioneers bought, 

sold, and traded land tracts often due to various events. The Civil War, hurricanes and 

speculation as to if and where the Orange Belt railroad was to be built contributed to these 

events. Many tracts were inherited by their descendents and often sub divided and sold during 

several land booms. About 1905 and through to about 1925 two such land booms had taken 

place. Although, at the time, the area around what is now known as the Crescent Heights 

Neighborhood was primarily used for citrus groves and some cattle ranching. 

The platted area of Florida Heights was designated in 1917 and was bordered by John's Pass 

Road to the north (now named as 30th Avenue North), Sewanee avenue to the south (now 

named as 28th Avenue North), 7th Street North to the east, and Euclid Blvd. to the west (now 

named Martin Luther King Blvd). Please see the original Florida Heights platted map on the 

following page. 



American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes 

2812-Bth Street North St. Petersburg, Fl. 33704 

Located on the NW corner of 28th Avenue and 8th Street North in the subdivision 

of Florida Heights and consist of Lots 60, 61,86 & 87. 

Parcel # 07 /31/17 /28332/000/0600. 

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

FEB 1 6 2018 

PlANNIG DEVB.OPIINT&ECONOMIC 
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As seen in the Sanborn map the Florida Heights subdivision had only a few homes in 1923. 

The surveyed lots measured mostly 50 x 127. Streets and alleys were granted for public use, 

with a 3' easement on each side of an alley for utilities. Hexagonal blocks formed the 

sidewalks, the streets and alleyways were brick, and granite curbing was included which was 

typical of the subdivisions in which is now known as the Crescent Heights Neighborhood area 

and throughout the city at that time. 

By 1927 a group of Lutherans met in the old presidents union room in city hall to make plans for 

the building of a church. Temporarily, services were conducted at the Masonic Temple by the 

Reverend R.C. Steinbach. On May the 28th the group became incorporated and was named as 

the Grace Lutheran Church. Two lots were purchased in the Florida Heights subdivision at the 

NW corner of 8th Street and 28th Avenue North and broke ground for construction on July 



28th, 1928. In February of 1929 the church was dedicated as The Grace Evangelic Lutheran 

Church. It's address being 801- 28th Avenue North. 

Over the next few decades there were two more land booms resulting with more homes being 

built in the surrounding subdivisions. Most of the homes in the surrounding area are of the 

1920's- 1950's era. The subdivisions built primarily residential homes for the winter tourist 

with the earlier homes being of various styles. Some have garage apts. Some were built larger 

for retired, wealthy folks. By 1960 the Grace Lutheran Church closed. On Sunday February 26th 

1961 the American Baptist Church of the Beatitudes opened. In 1978 the address is changed 

and recorded as 2812-Sth Street North. It has continued to operate up until to current times. 

Although, it is currently under contract for sale and is scheduled to close by April the 1st, 2018. 

Currently more larger and modern homes are being built in the area subdivisions. 

Significance 

Architecture 

The church has the distinguishing characteristics of an Spanish Mission architectural style 
valuable for the study of a period, method or construction of use of indigenous 
materials. Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the city 
and state. It is one of a very few remaining church's of this style in a time when many churches 
are closing and being demolished. Its character is an icon defining the neighborhood's heritage 
during a period in time in which the surrounding area developed into the now established 
neighborhood of Crescent Heights with homes of a similar era. During May 1996 an 
architectural/ historical survey of the Crescent Heights neighborhood was completed by 
Stevenson Architects, INC. The data was entered into a Florida Site File (FSF). In their opinion 
many structures, including the church were potential for inclusion into the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

References: 

1) Arsenault, Ray, "St.Petersburg and The Florida Dream" page31 

2) Fuller, Walter, "St.Petersburg and It's People" page 84 

3) Fuller, Walter, "St.Petersburg and It's People" page 84 

4) Arsenault, Ray, "St.Petersburg and The Florida Dream" page 137 



5) Arsenault, Ray, NSt. Petersburg and The Florida Dreamn page 137 

6) Grismers, Karl, '7he Story of St.Petersburg" page 225 

7) St.Petersburg's Municipal Services Building J1hfloor, Engineering 

8) St. Petersburg Times Newspaper article February 6th 1937 

9) Pinellas County Property Appraiser 

10) Stevenson Architects, Inc. Architectural/ Historic Survey May 1996 
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CPPC Case No. 19-90300007 

Appendix B 

Maps of Subject Property 
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CPPC Case No. 19-90300007 

Appendix C 

Plans for Church Rehabilitation and Residential Reuse 
Note: The attached plans were submitted to the City’s Development Services Department and 

are in the process of being reviewed. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) review will be 
required of any exterior alterations or repairs made to the subject property following 

designation as a local historic landmark. 
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Laura Duvekot 

From: jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 3:50 PM 
To: Laura Duvekot 
Cc: Kelly K. Perkins; Derek Kilborn 
Subject: Re: 801 28th - Demo permit 
Attachments: 801 28th Ave N - local Landmark designation 6-17-19.pdf; 011st Floor Plan.pdf -

Church Presentation.pdf; 02 2nd Floor Plan.pdf - church presentation.pdf; 04 Side 
Elevations.pdf - church presentation .pdf; 03 Front & Rear Elevations.pdf - church 
presentation .pdf; 05 Site Plan.pdf - church presentation.pdf 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Flagged 

Laura, 
Please see attached, designation app, demo plans, and proposed architectural plans for a single family residence 
conversion . I have filled it out best I can, some of the information I did not have or know how to answer, maybe some of 
it is on the original app submitted by the neighborhood association? Please let me know if you have any questions or 
need any additional information. 

Thanks Laura 

Jason Sanchez 
Bluewater Builders St Pete LLC 

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 4:58 PM jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com > wrote: 
Awesome, thank you Laura 

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 3:54 PM Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org > wrote: 

Good afternoon Jason -

The local landmark designation application is attached . If designated, any exterior alterations or repairs would require 
a Certificate of Appropriateness, which is what that application is for. Let me know if there is anything I can do to help. 
Many thanks! 

Best regards, 

Laura Duvekot 

Historic Preservationist II 

City of St. Petersburg, Florida 
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727 .892.5451 

laura .duvekot@stpete.org 

From: jason sanchez [mailto: jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com ) 
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2019 10:31 AM 
To: Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org > 
Subject: Re: 801 28th - Demo permit 

Laura, is the app I need to send you for the designation the Certificate of Appropriateness? 

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 10:19 AM jason sanchez <jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com > wrote: 

Thanks Laura, 

I plan on getting the app to you ASAP for the designation!! 

Thanks again 

Js 

On Thu, Jun 13, 2019 at 10:17 AM Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org > wrote: 

Good morning Jason -

The demo permit was routed through historic, I believe because of the application that was submitted and then 
withdrawn still being noted in the system in relationship to the parcel. Since the building is not a designated local 
historic landmark and there is no active application to make it one, I noted in the system that no historic review is 
required and forwarded the permit app along. I'm showing that there are other reviews and comments still pending. 
Let me know if you have any other trouble with the historic flag. Have a fantastic day! 

Best regards, 
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Laura Duvekot 

Historic Preservationist II 

City of St. Petersburg, Florida 

727.892.5451 

laura.duvekot@stpete.org 

From: jason sanchez [mailto: jmsgroupcontracting@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2019 10:07 AM 
To: Laura Duvekot <Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org > 
Subject: 801 28th - Demo permit 

Laura, 

Hope all is well, 

The permit for the selective demo is supposedly being held up in your Dept? Have you approved this? If not is there 
an issue? We are eager to get started as the building permit will be approved this week for the modification of the 
sanctuary. Can you please let me know at your earliest convenience 

Thanks Laura 

Jason sanchez 

Your Sunshine City 
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